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Teqislative Assembly,
Wedresday, 24th August, 1898

Question: Railway Storekeeper—{Question :
Architectural Branch of Works and Elec-
trician—Question: Fremantle Rauway
Crossing—Question : Rabbits on South
Coast—Question : Retrenchment, and Pre-
ference to Men with Families—Question :
Cash Debit Balance of Last Minancial
Year—Question: Cooclgardie Water Supply
Scheme, Survey of Fipe Track—Sessional
Order: Extra Sitting Day—Motion:
Urgent Telegrams, Precedence; Division
{negatived}—Motion: Yostmaster Gen-
eral's Telegram to Esperance (withdrawn)
—Wines, Beer, and Spirit BSale Amend-
ment Bill, third reading—>Motion:
Women's Franchise, debate concluded ;
Division (negatived)—Prevention of Crimes
Bill, second reading: Amendment—»3Bills
of 8ale Bill, second reading: Debate con-
cluded—Early Closing 8ill, second reading

{moved}—Local Courts Evidence Bill,
second reading : Amendment (Bill arrested)
—Adjournment,

Trr Sreager took the chair at 4.30
o’clock, p.m.

PravERs,

QUESTION : RAILWAY STOREKEEPER.

Mz. HOLMES asked the Commissioner
of Railways,—(l.) Whether it was the
intention of the department to appoint
o railway storekeeper, in addition to the
Government storekeeper and the officer
in charge of the public works stores.
(2.) I 8o, what necessity wae there for
these three departments and officers?

Tre COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied : —(1.)
An officer has been appointed to control
the distribution of stores. This officer’s
duties are distinct from those of the Gov-
ernment storekeeper. He obtains i
bulk the material required for working
the railways, and arranges for its dis-
tribution. (2.) The House has been
already informed, by the right hon. the
Premier, that a rearrangement of the
General Stores Branch is intended, when
the question of the custody of Railway
stores will be fully considered.

QUESTION : ARCHITECTURAL RRANCH
OF WORKS AND AN ELECTRICIAN.

Mzr. HOLMES asked the Director of
Public Works,—What were the duties of
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the Government electrician attached to
the architectural division of the Public
Works Department,

Tre DIRECTOR UF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hox F. H. Piesse) replied : —The duties
of the Government eleclrician are to es-
tablish and supervise all electric light
installations in the public buildings, and
keep the same in proper order, and ex-
tend as required; to test and check all
electric meters; to fix electric bell com-
munications ; to fit up and maintain all
telephonette communications throughout
public offices; and to superintend fire
prevention appliances in public buildings,
and their distributicn and condition.
The principal buildings in which “electric
light iz installed are:—Mimt, Observa-
tory, Government House, Legislative
Assembly, Legislative Council, Techni-
cal School, Perth Hospital, Central Pub-
lic Buildings, Government Printing Office,
Museumn, Outside Offices, Lands Depart-
ment. These are mostly large installa-
tions, and require constant attention by
an electrician.

QUESTION: FREMANTLE RAILWAY
CROSSING.

Mgr. HOLMES asked the Director of
Public Works,—(1.Y Whether he was
aware that a number of persons had been
summoned at Fremantle for crossing the
railway line from the new river wharf to
the town, and thaf great inconvenience
and loss were experienced by those hav-
ing business to transact at that place.
(2% Whether he would provide over-
head communication at a convenient
point.

Tep DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
{(Hon. F. H. Pieese) replied:—(1.) Per-
sons have been prosecuted Tor trespassing
by jumping over fences near the Loto-
motive Workshops and breaking pickets.
I am not aware of any loss or inconven-
ience being experienced by business peo-
ple. (2.) It is not at present intended
to erect an overhead bridge.

RABBITS ON SOUTH
COAST.

Mgr. CONOLLY asked the Premier,—
What stens the Government intended to
take for the restriction of rabbits on the
South Coast?

QUESTION :



Coolgardie Water Scheme.

Tup PREMIER (Right Honp. Sir J.
Forrest) replied : —An officer was sent out
to inspect and revert on the question ot
the invasion by rabbits, and he iz now
making his report, which will have to be
considered before any decisive steps are
taken.

QUESTION : REITRENCHMENT, AND PRE-
FERENCE TO MEN WITH FAMILIES.
Mn. HALL asked the Premier,—

Whether, in view of the proposal to dis-
pense with the service of a number of
the employees in the public service, it
was the intention of the Government to
retain, as far as practicable, those officers
who have shown their confidence in the
colony by settling therein with their
wives and families, as against those whose
families are in the eastern colonies.

Tre PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) replied in the affirmative, and
added that instructions had already been
given in the matter.

QUESTION : CASH DEBIT BALANCE OF
LAST FINANCLAL YEAR.

Mg. LEAKE asked the Premier,—
Whether in estimating the ‘:ash debit
balapce on last year’s accounts eny, and
if so what, sum was represented by
stores.

Tae PREMIET (Right Hom. Sir J.
Forrest) replied in the affirmative, and
added that he would place the financial
statement already published, giving the
puruculars asked for, upon the table of
the House at its next sitting.

QUESTION : COOLGARDIE WATER SUP-
PLY SCHEME, SURVEY OF nriPrh
TRACK.

Mr. WILSON, for Mr. Oldham, asked
the Director of Public Works,—(1.)
Whether it was true that the surveyors
who were engaged in surveying the pipe-
track for the Coolgardie water supply
scheme were taking cross sections of the
ground. (2.) If so, why gof

Tns DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied : —(1.) Yes, in
some places where the sidling is steep.
(2.5 To obtain the requisite information
for showing work to be dome in the pre-
paration of the bed for the pipes.
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SESSIONAL ORD%§:Y EXTRA SITTING

Tre PREMIER (Right Hon. 8ir J. For-
rest) moved, “ That in addition to the busi-
ness days and hours agreed to on Tues-
day, 21st, July, 1898, the House meet for
the despatch of butiness on Mondays, at
7.30 pm.” He said he regretted having
to ask hon. members to sit longer than at
present, but it would be to their own ad-
vantage in the end. Many members who
came from the country remained in Perth,
and it would not inconvenience them to
any great extent to sit on Monday even-
ings as well as the other days. As to
members residing in Perth and Fremantle,
of course it would be an inconvenience to
them, but not so much so as a prolonga-
tion of the session would be.  We had
reached that stage when as much expedi-
tion as possible in the transaction of busi-
ness was necessary. As far as the busi-
ness of the Government wag concerned, it
was almost impossible for Ministers to give
that attention to administration during
the sitting of Parliament which they did
when Parliament wae out of session. The
attention of Ministers to their duties,
especially his own attention to the busi-
ness of the country, was urgent at the
present time ; therefore he would be glad
when the sessioncametoanend. Ifhon
members opposite had any desire to bring
forward motions of want of confidence, in
order to dirlodge the Government Irom
their position, of course every facility
would be given to them to accomplish
that object. If they had ne such
degire, and they were not prepared to
undertake the management of the
country at the present time, he would ap-
peal to them to give every assistance in
their power to expedite public business.
No doubt there was a good deal yet to ac-
complish, but all the important measures
the Government intended to bring forward
were now on the table of the House. All
the finanecial business, or nearly the whole
of it. was before hon. members ; therefore,
they should aim at grappling with it as
quickly as possible. He was in the hands
of hon. members, and did not wish to take
a vote on the question ; and, unless there
was o zood deal of unanimity he would not
nress the motion at present.

Hox. H W. VENN (Wellington): It
was all very well for hon. members who
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were living in or near the city to desire
that nearly every day of the week should
be devoted to Parliamentary work; but
when il was known in the country die
tricts that representatives were expected
to spend nearly the whole of each week in
Perth to attend to such duties, one could
hardly wonder that gentlemen living in
the country would not be prevailed on to
come forward as Parliamentary candi-
dates. Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thurs-
days would be quite sufficient for the
transaction of the business of the country,
if hon. members would work up to u
reasonable time; but the House rose at
hali-past ten or a quarter to eleven, and
did not, like Assemblies in other coun-
tries, sit till midnight or after. Not only
members who lived in the country were
asked to devote four days a week to Parlia-
mentary duties, but business men in Perth
were called upon to give up part of an-
other day, which might otherwise be
utilised for the transaction of their own
business. To compel members to attend
in Parliament four days a week would be
to take a etepin the direction of centralis-
ation of a most objectionable character.

Mr. LEAKE (Albany): Being perfeotly
willing, pereonally, to sit on Monday even-
ings, he believed the majority of mem-
bers on the Opposition side of the House
were also willing ; and, in fact, he was pre-
pared to sit every evening in the week, if
necessary, and would rather be present at
night than in the afterncon. He did not
altogether appreciate the observations of
the Premier, in suggesting that possibly
the Opposition might become obstructive.

Tre Prexier : That suggestion was not
made. Only assistance was azked for.

Mr. LEAEE: It might be a difficult
matter for some country members to get
to Perth, but he would remind the House
that only a short time ago sittings were
held on Monday evenings, and also he be-
lieved on Friday evenings. The socner we
got through the work of the sesgion, the
better ; and members on this side of the
House would do nothing either to obstruct
or prevent the sitting of Parliament as
often as the Government liked, or when-
ever they liked. Of course, members of
the Opposition were always ready with
their motions of censure.

M. WOOD (West Perth) : The fact that
g0 much time had been taken up during
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the session was due to the length of
speeches which had been delivered, some
hon. members speaking for four or five
hours. If there had been a time limit to
speeches, the House might now have got
to the end of the business.

Mg. IunixeworTH: The Premier was
the only one who had ever spoken for four
houra.

Mr. KENNY (North Murchison): The
motion had his complete approval. If the
member for Wellington (Hon. H. W.

Venn} had been adducing proofs and argu-
ments in favour of the principle of pay-
ment of members, he could not have done
it more efectually than in the speech he
had delivered. If the system of payment
of members were adopted, the representa-
tives would lay themselves out to attend
to the business of this House ; but, as
things were at present, it was difficult to
serve two masters, for it wae by no means
easy for members to divide their time be-
tween public duties and their own affairs,
He found it so, and doubtless other mem-
bers did the same, As to the remarks of
the Premier about tabling motions of cen-
sure or want of confidence, he (Mr. Kenny)
was pretty well in touch with the feelings
of members on the Oppoesition side of the
House, and could assure the right hon.
gentleman that they wished not for the
desath of the Ministry, but rather that they
be converted and live.

Mgr, MORGANS (Coolgardie): It was
exceedingly difficult to devote the amount
of time necessary for the discharge of
duties in this distinguiched Assembly ;
but, three days a week, which we at present
bad at disposal, were not sufficient to ac-
complish the business before the House.
It would be more convenient to himself to
have Friday instend of Monday as an ex-
tra day, seeing that he had to travel from
Coolgardie, and that if he returned at the
end of the week he could not pet back to
Perth in time for the Monday sifting, there
being no train service. The same argu-
ment would apply to other hon. members
who came from the eastern goldfields
electorates.

Tue PREMIER: There was no objec-’
tion to have Friday as the exira day, io-
stead of Monday. His object was to get
more time.

Mr. A. FORREST (West Kimberley):
At the present time only 20 members out
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of 4+ were present in the House, and it | for Monday as an extra sitting day, the

was a difficult matter to keep the House up
to the number required. If we decided to
git on Mondays, members from » distance
could not be prezent, so the House would

be counted out, and the Opposition would

be exclaiming that the Government were
to blame. Three days a week should be
quite gufficient for the work, unless, as had
been suggested by the member for North
Murchiron (Mr. Kenny), members were to
devote their whole time to the duties and
be paid for it. If that was what the hon.
member required, all right. We did not
want that class of men in the House, but
rather men who had an interest in the
country, and would give proper attention
to public business.

Mr. WALLACE: (Yalgoo): Speaking
ag a country member, either Friday or
Meonday would swit him as an additional
sitting deay, and he was willing to give the
extra time required. If those members
who wasted so much time in the House.
by introducing fads in relation to social
legislation, would only forego their ten-
dency to excessive talking, and attend to
those matters which were of real public
interest, the business of the House would
proceed more gatisfactorily, and three
days a week would be sufficient. The
reason why so many seats were vacant on
this occasion was that a number of mem-
bers expected the debate on women's fran-
chise question would be resumed, and sa
they preferred to stay away. He had
been waiting for some time to speak on
the Gold Mines Bill ; but other questions
of less importance had occupied the time
of the House. Members did not come
here to listen to windy speeches on sub-
jects of a fanciful nature, but their desire
was to proceed with the real business of
the country. He hoped the Government
would not leave a number of important.
Bills to be brought in near the end of the
session, as was done lagt year ; but that
any Bills they intended to introduee
would be placed before the House as soon
as possible. Being in accord with the
motion, his only uncertainty was as te
whether Friday would be more acceptable
to the House. Would the Premier accept
Triday instead of Monday?

SevErRaL Mexpers: Move “Friday.”

Mg, LYALL HALL (Perth) moved, as
an amendment, that Friday be substituted

sittinge to be from 7.30 p.m. onwards,
and to commence after this week. He was
surprised to bear that some members who
were opposed to the principle of payment
of members were objecting to give any
more time to the business of thiz House.
The strongest argument in favour of pay-
ment of members was the fact thai, with
out payment, members were not prepared
to devote any more time to the public
business,

Mr. A. Forrrgr: They would not give
more time to it if paid.

Mz, HALL: In view of the amount of
work that had to be got through, huo.
members should not object to an eatra
sitting day in each week; and he felt
sure that a majority of the members were
in favour of it. .

Mr. LEAEE asked the Premier to state
what new business was likely to come
down. On glancing at the Governor’s
Speech delivered at the opening of the
session, it appeared that nearly all the
Biils therein promised had been already
introduced ; and as to the few remaining
Bills, they did not appear to be very con-
tentious, What other Bills would the
Government introduce?

Tne Premisr: The Electoral Bill would
be brought in.

Mr. LEAKE: That was an important
measure. There were also Billg relating
to public works and to railways. Were
they to be brought inf

Toe PREMIER: There wos an uncer-
tainty about them. The Electoral Bill
would be an amendment of the Act, and
not & consolidation measure, and it would
not be lengthy. There was a lot of
business on the paper.

Mr. LEAKE: Yes; but when the
Estimates were finished, there would not
be much left, because the apeeches of
members had gone to “smithereens”
now.

Tre DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. F. H. Picsse) concurred in the re-
marks made by couniry members. The
present arrangement for three sitéing
days per week was agreed to, on a mo-
tion proposed by himself about five years
ago; and it had worked conveniently
for country members, as it enabled them
to get to Perth from their homes in
time for the Tuesday’s sitting, and to re-
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main until Thureday night. As the
proposed increate was only for the re-
mainder of this session, he would not
oppose it

Mr. ILLINGWORTH (Central Mur-
chicon): Instend of sitting only one day
extra per week, he would prefer to sit
on Monday and Friday in addition, when
business required it; but his conviction
was that to increase the number of sit-
ting days or to lengthenr the sittings
would not tend to good legislation, nor
would it greatly expedite the business.
That had been found to be the case in
other colonies; for one result there was
that Bills were passed through hurriedly,
and had to be amended in a subsequent
session. For the class of men usually
glected to Parliament in this colony,
three days a week were as much as they
could conveniently pive to the business
of the country, because members neces-
sarily had a good deal to do outside this
House, besides attending to the business
of the country.

Mr. A. TFomrrest: Sit on Sunday.
That would be a good day.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH : Sunday sittings
for Parliamentary business would not
suit him. He hoped the Government
would bring in the Electoral Bill as
soon ns possible, as well as the other
measures they intended to introduce.

Amendment (Mr. Hall’s) put and
passed, and the motion as amended
agreed to.

MOTION : URGENT TELEGRAMS. PRE-

CEDENCE.

Mr. MONGER (York) moved, “That,
in the opinion of this House, it is con-
sidered desirable that the Government
should reintroduce the system of urgent
telegrams.” The system had previously
been in existence in the colony, and it
enabled people who were willing to pay a
double rate to have their telegrams des-
patched nrior to anv ordinary messages
that might be in hand. The same system
obtained in South Austalin, though pro-
bably that was the only other colony of the
qroup which had adopted it. While it
wad in operation in this colony it seemed
to work to advantage and to be a source
of revenue, without in any way harming
private individuals. According to cer-
tatn newspaper articles, the colony’s tele-
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graph service was in such a condition that
there was little or no need for the re-
introduction of urgent telegrams; but, if
that were so, why should any individual
who desired to throw away his money for
his country’s good be debarred from
doing so? Perhaps few hon. members
were aware that it was possible to send
urgent cablegrams to London and other
parts of the world ; and, when such were
allowed, why should there not be urgent
intercolonial messages, especially when
our telegraphic communication with
South Australia was so perfect? Those
persons who were embittered against the
syatem, and who maintained that it in-
flicted a terrible hardship upon poor peo-
ple, should remember that anyone who
was willing to pay for it could obtain
similar services from the Railway Depart-
ment. No one would be more pleased
than the Commissioner of Hailways to
%nd people requiring special trains to
Coolgardie or Albany every day, nor
weuld any member of the House raise his
veice pgainst that Minister on the ground
that an injustice was being done to the
poor man, if such facilities were granted
to those willing to pay the price named
by the department. According to the
West Ausiralion and Daily News, our
telegraphic service was so perfect that
there was no necessity for the reintroduc
tion of urrent telegrams; but if there
were gome fools about who were desirous
of handing over their money to the Treas-
suty of this country by paying double for
their telegrams, why should the Govern-
ment debar them from doing so?

Mz. MORGANS sgeconded the motion.

Hox. HA W, VENN (Wellington):
Surely it was not to be supposed that the
Heuse would pass this motion, which
was absolutely opposed to the best princi-
ples of legislation, and the principles of
richt and wrong.  The subject had heen
brcught up before by the member for
Albany ; and, after a full discussion, the
House aboligshed the system when it was
in full swing, and when its iniquity was
g0 n--arent to Parliament that it was
swept away by a majoritv. The olject
of this motion was not apparvent. Tf
there was no necessity for urgent tele-
grams, inasmuch as no preat husiness was

- done in the telearanh department. what
. possible object could the hon. membher
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have in secking to reintroduce the system,
seeing that business was so dull that no
telegram could be delayed? There might
have been some reason for the system
in the boom time, when there was a great
rush of business, for one man might get
precedence over others by paying for
it, though even then it was a case of
might againet right ; but that reason had
absolutely disappeared.  Legislation of
this class was improper and absolutely
wrong. If our telegram system at pre-
sent was not sufficiently remunerative, let
the rates be raised ; but let the telegram
of Brown with one shilling in his pocket
have the same imvortance in the eyes of
th: department as the telegram of Sir
John or Sir James who had five shillings
to spare. The hon. member referred to
fools who were ready to spend their
money, but surely he did not wish to
legislate on behalf of fools? None who
krew the hon. member would think he
came here to advocate the interests of
fools. For years past he (Hon. H. W.
Venn) bad been totally opposed to this
principle, and he hoped the House would
confirm its previous action by throwing
oui the motion.

Mr. LEAKE (Albany), in opposing
the motion, said he would divide the Houge
on it, if necessary. It was decided, with
emphagis, last year that the system of
urgent telegrams should be abolished.

Mr. Moneer: Would the hon. member
show, in Hansard, where the emphasis
came inf

Mr. LEAKE: The previous discussion
vn this subject took place on the vote for
the Post Office, and the then Minister of
Edueation (Hon. H. B. Lefroy) said he was
strongly in favour of the gbolition of the
aystem, and gave the House the assurance
that the system would be abolished forth
with. Ministers were then pretty well
unanimous on the subject.

Tue PremiEn said he had not been in
favour of abolishing it, but had said some-
thing against the abolition of the system
as a matter of finance.

Mr. LEAKE: The continuance of the
gystem was urged by members of the
stock exchange, merely for the purpose of
gambling in shares. Had it not been for
that body, the question would never have
been raised, and it was the stock ex-
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change which was raising the question’

MR Monger: Not at all. Insurance
companies and others were interested in
it.

Mgr. LEAKE: While not insinuating
I that the hon, member was the mouth

piece of the stock exchange, the fact re-
5 mained that the stock exchange members
{ who had waited upon the Minister asked
|

1
| 30
|

him (Mr. Leake) to join the deputation,
and he refused, telling them plainly that
he would eppose any motion of the kind.
If the system were in vogue mow, there
would not be half-a-dozen urgent tele-
grams in & week, because the lines were
now sufficiently clear to enable all tele-
grams to go forward in ordinary course.
In 1894-5, when there was a beom in
shares and properties, no doubt the
urgent system was availed of to a large
extent by sharebrokers in Perth ; but no
complaints had lately been heard, and
this motion was simply made in anticipa-
tion of what might possibly occur—an
active share-market. The general frade
of the community, however, had to be
considered, and there was no reason why
it should be penalised to suit the coo-
venience of one particularly small section
of society. The analogy of special trains
being granted to those willing to pay for
them hardly bore out the hon. member’s
argument, because no man. could get a2
special train unless the lines were clear,
nor would a special train be given which
wouw.. interfere with the existing traffic;
50 that the analogy, if it proved anything,
showed the desirability of the abolition
of the urgent system in telegrams. He
could tell hon. members a little more on
the subject, but there was no necessity.

Mg. Moncer: That was only personal.

Mr., LEAKE: Yes; it was distinetly
personal.

A MEMBER
too.

Mr. LEAKE: Yes. He wag strongly
opposed to the motion, and would, if neces-
sary, divide the House on it.

Tne PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) : There was not much to be eaid
nbout this motion, for it was evident the
House was not in favour of it ;
though he personally had always heen in
favour of the urgent system, simply be-
cause it was a means of obtaining a rr

A question of privilege,
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venue from the telegraphs. The greatest
objection to the motion at the present
time wns that mentioned by the hon.
wember opposite (Mr. Leake), namely,
that the lines were not fully employed;
therefore the adoption of ‘he system
would not be likely to bring in much re-
venue, and thus the Treasurer’s reasons
for desiring it were robbed of their force.
It must be remembered, however, there
had been a greater falling off in
the revenue of the telegraph de-
partiment than in any other. That
would seem to show there was now
wo difficulty in obtaining quick despatch
for all telegrams lodged for transmission.
If the urgent system were likely to pro-
duce a considerable revenue, some meang
might be devised for working it, aay by
giving some part of the day for such mes-
sages, 80 as not to unduly interfere with
ordinary telegrams. There «id not ap-
pear to be much in the argument that
everyone should be treated alike, for that
was not always done in other busineases.
All men who travelled by rail were not
treated alike.

Mr. MircHELL: Yes, if they paid the
same.

Tae PREMIER: Ah! If they paid the
same—that was the point. At the pre-
sent time we charged on the railways first
and second-clags fares, and gave greater
conveniences to those who paid first-class
fares than to these who paid second.

Mr. Vosper: Both first and gecond
class passengers travelled at the same
rate of speed.

Tre PREMIER: But one had to pay
more than the other. Some plan might
be devised by which, at a certain time
of the day, persons who were willing to
pay more than the ordinary charge
should be allowed to send urgent tele
grams. It was all very well to be wen-
timental about this question, and desire
that everyone should be equal; but the
matter had te be looked at from o pras-
tical businesx point of view. Tele
graphs were built at ax immense expense
to this colony, and the cost of meintain-
ing them was very great. The question
was whether they were to be a burden
on the State, or should be made to pay.
At the present time the telemraph ser-
vice was not paying at all, there being
a great falling off in the receipts; and
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he would gladly welcome any plan which
would have the effect of encouraging
business, with a view to making the
system not only self-supporting but a
source of profit. Some people seemed
to indulge in the idea that persons should
be able to send telegrams free, to travel
by rail without charge, and to obtain
everything for nothing; but the prin-
ciple was a bad ore.

Mgr. VOSPER (North-East Coolgardie) :
In the present state -of affairs no one
would benefit from the system advecated,
except a few stockbrokers and, possibly,
o few betting men. It was all very well
to talk about the loss to the country.
but if the system advocated were adopted
it would mean depriving the Government
of money in other directions. Again,
there might be very urgent cases requir-
ing telegraphic communication in connec-
tion with people who could not afford
to pay higher charges.  Take, for in-
ttance, sickness and death.

Tus PreMiEr: Precedence was given
in cases of that sort.

Mr. VOSPER: Could they get prece-
dence without extra pay?

Tae PrEMmr: Yes,

Mr. YOSPER : Could they obtain pre-
cedence over an urgent telegram?{

Tur PrEMIER: Yes.

Mr. YVOSPER: Then, in such a case,
there would be a breach of contract, be-
cause the person who paid double feee
was entitled to the preference. As far
as he could see, the passing of this mo-
tion would menn & revenue to the coun-
try of perhaps 6s, 10s., or 20s. a week ;
and few persons would benefit bv it,
whilst the outside public would suffer.

Mz, LYALL HALL (Perth): The in-
troduction of the Stock Exchange inte
this matteér was merely a sort of bugbear.
If the hon. member for Albany (Mr.
Leake) had a member of his family very
ill, he would be only too pleased to be
shle to pay double fees to ensure the
greater despatch of a telegram.

Mg. Leaks: That telegram would go
now without the extra price.

Mr. HALL: That was not hinding.
All hon. members had sent a rood manv
telegrams in their lives, and knew very
well the delnv which often occurred not
only in relation to the despatch of the
message from the office, but through the
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wessuage boys, who crept like snails to
their destination, telegrams which ocught
to be delivered in half an hour not being
received sometimes until two or three
bours had elapsed. Telegrams paid for
as urgent would be treated as such, and
delivered within reasonable time.  As
to the argument by the member for Wel-
lington (Hon. H. W. Venn) that the man
with a shilling in his pocket should have
the same facility as one who was able
to pay more, if that principle were
adopted, the sponer we abolished first
and second class fares on the railwaeys
the better. There, as the Premier had
pointed out, we had first and second
clacs, and a man who wanted to travel
by the firat cless had to pay for the in-
creased accommodation. The motion
should be aliowed to pass.

Mr. MONGER (in reply) : There seemed
to be a general impression outgide the
House that the abolition of the urgent tele-
gram gystem resulted from a direct
motion introduced by the member for
Albany (Mr. Leake). Such, however, was
not the case; and, as far as he could judge,
the Government could reintroduce the
gystem without any motion of this House.
At the present time, urgent cable mes.
gages could be despatehed ; and if it was
pecessary that that system should remain
in operation, why should not the system of
urgent telegrams be reintroduced? It was
in operation in South Australia at the pre-
gent time.

Moticn put, and division taken wth the
following result: —

Ayes . 13
Noes ... 14
Majority againet ... 1
Ayes. Noes.
Mr. Conolly Hon. 8, Burt
8ir John Forrest Mr. Harper
Mr. A, Forrest Mr. Higham
Mr. Hall Mr. Holmes
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Illingworth
Mr. Locke Mr. Kingsmill
Mr. Monger Mr. Leake
Mr. Morgans Mr. Mitchall
Mr. Pennefather AMr. Qats
Mr, Piesse Mr. 8Solomon
Mr. "I'hrossel) Mr. Venn
Mr. Wood Mr. Vosper
Mr. Doherty Mr. Wallace
(Leller) Mr Kenny
(Laller)

Motion thus negatived.
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MOTION :  POSTMASLER GENERAL'S
TELEGRAM TO ESPERANCE,

Mn. CONOLLY (Dundas) moved:

That, in the opinion of this House, the

message which was despatched by the rost-
mmaster General to the mayor and council of
YEsperance, on the subject of the mail service
between Esperance and Norseman, coming
from the head of a department, was highly
improper.
To bring forward a motion of this char-
acter wad not a pleasing task, and he
desired to do it with all proper considera-
tioa for the feelings of the Postmaster
General, seeing that the motion was ip its
churacter equivalent to a censure on that
high and responsible official, The mayor
of Esnerance, on behalf of the councillors
and people of that town, wired a message
to the Postmaster General a few days
ago; and, having regard to the abbre-
viations ordinarily used in telegrams,
Lhon members would not perceive in this
message any intentional discourtesy., The
message was a8 follows:—

Understand there will be only une mail from
Esperance to Norseman per week. 'Lhe coun-
cil, on behalf of residents, protesits against
this,

The answer which the Postmaster Gene-
ral sent to the mayor and people of Es-
perance was ad follows: —

Yonr protest received. Am pleased fo say

that from 31st instant one mail between Norse-
man and Ksperance will be discontinued, and
will thereby effect a saving of £1300 o year,
hitherto an absolute waste of money. The
weekly mail, which will be left, will cost
£1000 o year. It is a question whether that
could not be reduced to a fortnightly service,
considering the comparatively small amount ot
correspondence which will now be conveyed to
Esperance by it.
Hon, members in this House might well
smile at the tenour of that reply, for it
almost savoured of deliberate impertin
ence.

Tue Preaier: Where did the impertin-
ence come inf

Ma. CONOLLY: The impertinence
consisted in expressing a hope and gratifi-
cation that the mail service which the
people of Esperance were dependent on
for communication with their goldfield
was t0 be taken away from them. The
Postmaster General’a reply was in the first
part inconsiderate, in wishing that the
people should lose one of their mail ser-
vices, and that wish was expressed in a
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manner which no responeible officer of the
Government ought to use.

Mr. Kexny: He carried out the wish of
the Government.

Mer. CONOLLY: But, in doing so,
there was no reason why that official
should make a boast of it, and taunt the
people of Esperance with the fact that the
Government were reducing the mail ser-
vice, and showing that the Government
had aimost made a point of treating the
people in this way,

ToeE PrEMiBR: No; it did not look like
that with the mail service that was given
them.

Mir. CONOLLY: Reading this tele
gram from the Postmaster General, it was
almost impossible to ignore the affront
which the language implied. It might be
supposed that the Postmaster General had
so much business that he had not fime to
give a courteous reply. If there was the
least possibility of putting such a con-
struction on the reply, he (Mr. Conolly)
would be ready to accept it; but it must
be admitted that the reply was not like a
verbal message hastily spoken, but it war
deliberately written in a tone which ex-
pressed his gratification at depriving these
people of one of their mail services.

Tae Prewren: No: saving money.

Mr. A. Fornest: He expressed it in &
bad way.

Mgr. CONOLLY: That would be the
most charitable construction to put on it,
and the only doubt was whether the mes-
saae deserved to be so construed. He would
be glad to put that construction on it if he
fairly could doso. It could scarcely be gaid
that the policy which the Government had
adopted towards the people of Esperance
during this and past sessions was calcu-
lated to induce them to put the most
favourahle construction on n message con-
veying the fact to them in so unpleasant
a manner. Neither the Premier nor his
colleagues could fairly consider that the
peonle of Esperance had any reacon to be
thankful for or satisfied with the treatment
which had been dealt out to them, more
especially during this session. That tele-
gram coming from a high and responsible
official was highly improper, and should
not have heen gent to sny town in the
colony. The Postmaster Generrl. in send-
ine such & message, had exceeded his
anthority ; and if this House had not been
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sitting at the time, thig matter might have
passed over without ay opportunity for
members to express their opinwns, Ly
passing this motion, which no doubt would
be regarded as & censure on the Postmas-
ter General.

Mn. A. FORREST (West Kimberley)
seconded the motion. Those members
who were personally acquainted with the
Postmaster General would know that he
could not have intended, in the words
used, to express his desire and wish that
thepeople of Esperance should lose one of
their mail services. Still, the Postmaster
General was to blame in not conveying
the fact to them in a more agreeable and
proper manaer, for the telegram sent was
certainly improper. If a place was be-
coming depressed, as some people sup-
posed, it did not look well for any high
official or any member of this House to
cast stones nt people who were so unfor-
tunately situated. The Postmaster Gene-
ral might have expressed his regret that
they were to lose one of their mail ser-
viceg, and his reluctance at being com-
pelled to take this course. The latter
part of the telegram was particularly to
be regretted ; and, as a personal friend of
the Postmaster General, he must say that
officer should not try to wound the sue
ceptibility of people in any part of the
country. No doubt the Postmaster (Gene-
ral regretted the mistake he had made,
and would be ready to express regret for
it. If a railway were being constructed to
connect Esperance with Dundas, the
people would probably have not felt this
telegram 8o much. :

Tas PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Ferrest): While not wishing to defend
the atyle of telegram sent—in fact he re-
gretted it had been sent—still, it was
rather unduly magnifying this matter to
bring it before the House. If anyone
were aggrieved at the conduct of a public
ommcer, his proper course was to complain
to the Minister controlling the depart-
ment. The Postmaster General was a
departmental officer, like others in the
geivice, and if he did what was not con-
sidered ripht, the Minister, and, if need
he the Governor-in-Council, could scon
bring him to account. Tt was upusual
to bring before the House a matter like
this, which only meant that a publie
officer had not been courteous. The hon.
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wember could have gained his object by
uging lighter guns.  Head the Minister
beer: approached, he would doubtlesss
have censured the Postmaster General
for the style of telegram sent, and
wouid have informed the municipal coun-
¢il that he had done so. The Govern-
ment would have taken the same course.
He could altogether acquit the Post-
master General of desiring toaffront any-
one, though the telegram was certainly
capable of an offensive construction. The
Postmaster General had informed him
(the Premier) that what he meant to say
was that he was pleased to save the coun-
try the expense of a service that wus not
necessary.

Mg. Georat: The service should never
have been instituted.

Tug PREMIER : No one who knew the
localities could question that. The Post-
master Gemeral knew that this serviee
wns unnecessary, and that the contractors
were eager to get out of it because it did
not pay them; and, when he received
thiz protest from Esperance, instead of
saying that such was the case, and that,
owing to the little there was to do in the
way of traffic, the service had to be dis-
continued, thus effecting a saving of over
£1,300 a year, he put his view of the
case in a way which was open to mis-
construction.

MR. Georok: The complainants made
aworse mistake. Why did they not com-
plain to the Minister?

Tan PREMIER: The Postmaster
General knew that this service was a piece
of extravagance, which should never have
been instituted, how could anyone main-
tain that 1,200 people living at Norseman
should have two mails a week from Es-
perance and one from Coolgardie, besides
a telegraph service! T'wo mails a week
were quite sufficient for such a commu-
nity. In the middle of the week a mail
went to Coolgardie, and a few days after-
wards o mail went to Esperance, and the
steamer service was only weekly from
Albany, so that all could see the place was
thoroughly well served as far as mails
were concerned. He firmly believed that
the only intention of the Postmnster
General was to express his pleasure at
effecting & saving. In conclusion, he
weculd like to say a word, not in defence
of the Postmaster General, who as
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a departmental officer had no right
to send anyone a message  which
might be considered discourteous, his
duty requiring that he should be cour-
teous to everyone, as was the duty of
evervy public officer; but if hon. mem-
ber. had noticed anything, they must
have noticed that while public bodies all
over the colony resented the receipt of
any telegram the tone of which bordered
upon discourtesy, they were not very
careful in what they themselves sent, for
if he had time he would like to read to
hon. members some telegrams he had re-
ceived from public bodies throughout the
colony—even from the Esperance people,
and from other places where he thought
bhe had many friends. Such words as
“injustice,” “unjust,” “unfair” and “in-
dignant,” and words of that description
were of frequent occurrence.  Those
people who did not mind sending dis
courteous and even insulting telegrams
to public men who were only desirous of
doing their duty, would evenif a Mini-
gter forgot Thimself for a monient
and sent back & telegram in the
same  style as their communication,
soon have a motion made in this
Hecuse, setting forth how discourtecus
it was for a Minister of the Crown to sead
such & message. Thoge who desired cour-
tesy must extend courtesy, and there was
plenty of rcom for the extension of cour-
tesy in telegrams sent to Ministers iu
regard to the conduct of public business.
Even when we differed from a person,
there was no reason why we chould use
language that would give offence. It wagy
far better to be courteous and polite on
all occagions. That was what he desired
to see in the public service ; and no doubt,
if that protest from the mayor of Esper-
ance had gone to the Minister, it would
have been dealt with in a fashion to which
the hon. member (Mr. Conolly) could have
taken no exception. What the effect i
the motion would be, if passed, was not
very clear; but the assurance of the
Government that the attention of the
Postmaster General would be called to it,
and that they would convey to that officer
their opinion that the telegram was dis-
courteous, and that the message should
not have been forwarded, ought to meet
the case. He was quits willing to ask the
Colonial Secretary to express to the Post-
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master General his disapproval of the tone
of the telegram ; and that ought to be
sumcient. It was mot likely this dis-
cussion would do any harm, for perhaps
it would teach public officers, and public
bedies also, that courtesy was the right
of everyone, however humble he might
be.

Mr. LEAEKE (Albany): While disap-
proving of the action of the Postmaster
General, it was not his intention to vote
for the motion, for it was not right that
Parliament should be asked in such terms
to censure a public officer. If this were

. done, the House would be bound to follow
up the action by striking out that officer's
salary from the Estimates. Certainly,
he would feel bound to so act, if he voted
for the motion. Having the assurance of
the Premier that action would be
taken in the proper quarter, and the Post-
master Geners]l informed that the send-
ing of this telegram met with the disap-
proval of the House, he would urge upoa
the hon. member not to press the matter
further, but to be satisfied with having
brought it forward, and to withdraw the
motion ; for, as the Premier said, it was
bringing to bear heavy guns upen a swmall
matter of this kind, which was not a con-
stitutional question, but a matter of de-
partmental administration which should
be left in charge of the responsible Minis-
fer,

Mr. WALTER JAMES (East Perth):
Before the motion was disposed of, he
would like to state in unqualified terms
his intention to vote against it. The
country had heard a little too much of
late from this community of bankrupt
speculators, which for the time being re-
sided at Esperance, and which had stuck
itself forward so prominently in connec-
tion with Western Australia during the
last few months, that one would think we
were going to spend our money and build
our railways merely for its sake. In con-
nection with the railway policy of the
Government, over which that community
was 80 excited that it appeared to have
lost all self-restraint, and, so far as one
could judge from the utterances of in-
dividuals, all sense of decency and self-
respect, it was as well to peint out to such
veople that we were not considering such
suestions with a view to their sole in-
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terests. The whole question was what
the goldfields desired and what the colony
desired ; and the soponer it was announced
from this House, in o clear and emphatic
manner, that in building railways we did
not consider the mayor of Esperance or
the community of Esperance, who went
there to make money, but the interests
of the whole of the goldfields and the
country at large, the better it would be.
We had heard too much of Esgperance, too
much of the goldfields, and too much of
the policy involved in the construction of
our railways. As most people must have
realised, when reading how the Press had
been worked when we had reports of meet-
ings at Esperance, counsisting of the mayor
and three or four dogs, possibly three or
four hundred people, sending a long tele-
graphic despatch to Perth, and frighten-
ing the member for Dundas (Mr. Conolly)
so much that he dared not give his vote
on important questions—surely the time
had come when these people should be
mede to understand that they nvers
simply a small part of this community, and
that they had no right whatever to insult,
as they had insulted by their telegrams,
any public officer, ever though he were a
puid officer of the Government. In this
case the proper tribunal for Esperance to
appeal to was this House, through their
member ; or, if they wanted to proceed by
quicker methods, there was a Minister
who was responsible for the department ;
but, instead of adopting this course, they
seat a telegram to o mere departmental
officer, and one well calculated to irritate
that officer; and though he (Mr. James)
might stand alone in the House, he must
say he would have sent ezactly the same
reply. If this matter went to o division,
Easperance would doubtless be taught—
he knew it would be a shock to them—
that in these little matters the public of
Esperance were not of sufficient import-
ance to engage the attention of the House.
All hon. members knew, and liked, and
respected the member for Dundas; but
when that hon member came forward
at the bidding of a few people at Esper-
anec—that community of bankrupts, who
were irritated at the refusal of the Govern-
ment to spend meney to make their specu-
lations & success—and asked that for the
first time in the history of this House,
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we should pass a solemn resolution cen-
suring a public officer, because he used
some unpolite words to the mayor of
Esperance, it was nearly time that the
hon. member’s constituents were taught
that there must be due sense of propor-
tion. He wanted the people of Esperance
to recognise that, after all, they were only
a small community, and that we did not
care a rap about them. We were strong
enough to bear the risk of indignation
meetings at Esperance, headed by the
mayor, s¢ long as we did our daty to the
colony ; and this House would not com-
mit itself to a policy of spending a large
amount of revenue for the purpose ni
benefiting a small community, instead of
looking after the interests of the country
as & whole.

Mer. EKINGSMILL (Pilbarra): The
member for Hast Perth (Mr. James)
spoke about indignation meetings being
held at Easperance, and of the Govern-
ment policy in velation to our railways;
hut, as & matter of fact, the gathering re-
ferred to was not an indignation meet-
ing, but a cool, caln, and deliberate
asgetbly held in Perth. Other mieet-
ings were held in Kanowna and Ealgoor-
Yie—he did not know whether there were
any at Coolgardie—and in each of these
places the claima of Esperance were very
strongly supported. He was glad that
the member for Dundas (Mr. Conolly)
had brought before the House the mes-
sage sent by the Postmaster General to
the mayor and council of Esperance;
but, at the same time, he hoped the hon.
member would withdraw the motion.
The member for East Perth (Mr.
James) said this was the first occa-
gion on which such a course had heen
taken. He (Mr. Kingsmill) might say
it was also the first occasion on which
such & telegram had been sent. If the
Postmaster General wigshed to express
what the Premier said he did, and had no
intention of gloating over the condition
of Esperance, all he (Mr. Kingsmiil)
could say was that he wished to condole
with that gentleman upon his extremely
bad luck in the choice of language, be-
caugs no doubt any unprejudiced per-
son, reading thai telegram, would come
to the conclusion that it was “rubbing it
in” to Esperance.
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Mr. GEORGE (Murray): The motion
wag a highly improper ome. If the
mayor and council of Esperance had
been wronged, why did they not take
the proper course of applying to the re-
sponsible Minister! Why should they
send an impudent telegram to the Post-
waster General, insulting their own re-
presentative by passing him by, and by
afterwards calling upon him to do their
dirty work in this House? It would be
impossible to use language too strong in
reference to Lhe activn of the mayor and
council of Esperance. If any constitu-
ency wished to approach the Minister,
they had the right to do so through their
representative, but we did not want any
more of this back-door, hole-and-corner
buginess, which had been going on, not
oaly in relation to Esperance, but other
piaces also.  When a question of this
sort came before the Minister of the
Crown, the Minister should at once say
that he would ncither receive any depu-
tations nor inquire inte the pelitions
brought forward until the representative
of the district was present. A number
of telegraphic lines had been put down,
and post offices erected, which had not
the slightest chance of being made to
pay.  Hundreds of miles of telegraph
lines had been laid to satisfy two or
three persons. It would be found that
a most earnest protest had been raised
against them, by this officer, at the time,
but that protest had been ignored,
because, for political reasons, it had been
deemed advisable to placate the member
for a certain district. If we had at the
head of the department & man who had
sufficient backbonoe to say: “I do not
recommend, that this or that be done,
becaunse it will not pay. I know the
requirements of the district better than
the member, and however important it
may be for you to get his vote, it would
be robbing the country to do what is
asked for,” we ought to suppert him.
The Postmaster General was about one
of the best officials we had as far as sd-
ministration was concerned, and if &
motion like this were passed he would
gend in his resignation, and the House
would go on its bended knees to ask
him to return to his positiom, or, if n
would not, it ought to be ashamed of it-
self. Tt was not the Postmaster



1194 Postmaster General:

General who published this telegram,
but the mayor of Esperance. The peo-
ple of Esperance wanted a grievance,
and obtained one; and now they wished
for another. If, instead of bothering
about things like this, they would =et
themselves to work like men, and try to
do something that would give them hope
for the future, it would be a good thing.
The time of Esperance would come, but
not yet. The House had no intention
of giving Esperance a railway at the
present time, but the people there would
probably obtain one in ten or fifteen
years, and thoge who could hold on for
that time would make money. The
member for Esperance had done his duty,
and he would do it still more if he with-
drew his motion.

At 6.30 p.n. the Srparpr left the
chair

At 7.30 p.n. the SeEARFR resumed
the chair.

Mr. GEORGE (resuming): Having
spoken on the motion, it was not necessary
to say more than to express his earnes
wish that it should be withdrawn.

Mr. CONOLLY (in reply): In concur
ring with the wish of those members whe
desired that the motion should be with-
drawn, he assured them that it had not
been his intention to press it to a division,
and that he had brought it forward as
being the only means available for placing
the grievance of the people of Esperance
before this House. With reference to the
Premier’s remarks, no one more than him-
seli regretted the tone assumed by many
pnblic bodies in communicating with the
Government or its officials in reference
to their claims and requirements; and
sometimes the messages semt by public
bodies were such as one could not but
regret. Still there was no excuse i this
case, for the tone of the reply of the Post-
master-General to the reasonable message
sent by the municipal council of Esper-
ance ; and it would be a misfortune 1f
officials holding a responsible position in
the Government service were to take their
cue or to assume s tone which might be

permissible on the part of an irrespons- |
. press them, than the hon. member. It

ibie person. From officials in respons-
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ibie positions the pubuc expected to re-
ceive courtesy and consideration, such as
were proper in communications between
individuals as well as between a public
department and any section of the people.
With reference to the remarks of the mem-
ber for Eaat Perth (Mr, James), the whole
tone of that member’s address was en-
tirely uncalled for, in attempting toshow
any connection between this message and
the railway question as it affected the
pecple of Esperance. The message was in
itself discourteous; and any observation
made by the hon. member, by way of de-
fending it, only served to show the in-
tense bitterness with which that gentle-
man regarded both the interests andthe
claims of the people of Esperance. The
people in the Dundas district could never
expect to receive fair consideration from
that hon. member, and especially so when
it was remembered that the hon. member
was more ready than any other to cry out
for reason and justice when he was lectur-
ing members of this Assembly, as he fre-
quently did. The highest moral prin-
ciples were applied by that hon. member
to other persons, but when these prin-
ciples ought to apply to himself, there
wag always an exception or some conve-
nient “but.”  This was a characteristic
of that hon. member. With reference
to the remarks of the member for the
Murray (Me. George), he usually let off
a whole collection of Chinese crackers,
and that hon. member’s remarks were not
to be taken seriously; for although he
genernlly assumed a lively and some-
times & bombastic tone, yet he was too
much carried away by the force of his
superabundant spirits, and was not always
g0 courteous as he might be.

Mr. Vosrar: The hon. member (Mr.
eorge) had at least one merit. He was
always amusing if never instructive.

Mr. CONOLLY: That remark was not
very kind, though he must agree with it.
Tne hon. member was most eloquent in
discoursing on the folly of wasting the
time of the House in worthless debate.

Mz. George: The present debate was of
that character.

Mg. CONOLLY: And yet no man who
had spoken on this comparatively trivial
question had poured out more senseless
vapourings, or taken a longer {ime to ex-
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was @ pity that such members could not
apply to themselves the very excellent
principles which they laid down for the
guidance of other members. In con-
clusion, his object had been fully attained
by the discussion of this motion; and
doubtless the gentleman who filled the re-
sponsible position of Postmaster General
would not repeat the discourtesy which was
undoubtedly expressed in his telegram.
So far from wishing to do that gentleman
any further—he would not say injury, be-
cause no one in the House would imagine
he wished to do an injury—so far from
wishing to inflict any further penalty on
him, he would withdraw the motion, and
in that way meet the wishes of the House.
Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

WINES, BEER, AND SPIRIT SALE
AMENDMENT BILL.
Read a third time and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

MOTION : WOMEN'S FRANCHISE.

Debate resumed on the motion of Mr.
Warter James, “That, in the opinion of
this House, the best interest of the colony
justify the extension of the franchise to
women.”

Mr. WALLACE (Yalgoo): I had
several reasons for moving the adjourn-
ment of this debate. the other evening.
Un-+ was that I considered sufficient time
had been taken up with this matter, and
I degired to give hon. members who were
advocating this cause an opportunity of
reconsidering their action with a view
to getting their motion disposed of in
gome way as quickly as possible. I was
rather sorry, however, that I moved the
adjournment of the debate, for I should
be ashamed to be associated with the
cause in question, feeling as I do a large
amount of respect and admiration for
women, in view of the manner in which
it has been advocated in the course of
+*his debate. There are many points
I might touch upon, but I have decided to
let them pass, owing to the lateness ol
the hour and stage in the session at which
this motion has been brought forward.
J hope to-night will see the last of it.
The advocates of this motion evidently
rmust have anticipated defeat from the
start; therefore, I do not think
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their cause is worthy of a long
debate, or thai it should engage any
portion whatever of the time of the
House. I was prepared to listen atten-
tively to the discussion until I discovered
that the mover of the motion, and his
advocates and supporters, had put for-
ward no grounds whatever on which they
could reasonably ask for the consi-
deration of hon. members, We have bad
nothing but what 1 may term abuse from
them, and I am sorry that some of them
should eo far forget themselves as to re-
gort to personal abuse, when they found
they had no arguments to use. If we
differ in opinion on this question, I fail
te see why those who disagree with us
should resort to the tactics which have
been adopted in this debate. The hon.
member for East Perth, in introducing
the measure, did not, as he has done on
former occasions, bring forward evidence
from different parts of the world, or give
us iilustrations of the benefits to be de-
rived from bis proposal, but introduced
it in as few words as possible, evidently
showing that he did not believe in his
heart that the motion would be sdopted.
The bhon. member for Coolgardie (Mr.
Morgans), whom up to that time I had
always looked upon as a model of what
was right, and good, and fair, evidently
felt he had a weak case, and did not give
us one icta of infermation, or ome good
point, in favour of his case. He devoted
a long time, and wasted the time of the
House, by heaping abuse on the member
for Central Murchison (Mr. Illingworth),
who had the courage to express his
opinions on the matter freely and openly.
My attention has been drawn to para-
graphs in certain letters quoted in the
debate, and, in the interests of women,
I may be permitted to refer to those let-
ters. One of those letters was signed,
I think, “C. E. Clark,” and the writer is,
I believe, a lady of thiy city. She was
referred to sarcastically in the debate as
the “Rev. Mra, Clark,” and one hon. mem-
ber, who advooated this motion, rightly
enough rebuked the member who made
use of that expression. T was pieased to
see that the hon. member whe adminis-
tered the rebuke had the interests of
women at heart to that extent; but the
advocates of this cause are allowed to
refer to other ladies in even more un-
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worthy terms than were used in the case
1 have stated. We had some very funny
remarks from the hon. member for Cool-
gardie with reference to the piece of
poetry quoted by the member for Central
Murchison. The hon. member ridiculed
the authoress of the poem in somewhat
strong terms; but nothing was said to
him by the supporters of this cause. He
was allowed to use any means he chose
for placing his cause before the House;
and, notwithstanding the attack he made
upon wembers opposing this motion, and
particularly on the hon. member for Cen-
tral Murchigson, T must say we were not
one whit the wiser at the end of his re-
marks than we were at the beginning.
1 am sure that some advocates of the
female suffrage who bave been led to hold
themselves up to publie ridicule in the
courge of this discussion in attempt-
ing to make themselves believe that
they are faithful to the cause,
will be sorry for themselves when they
have had time to consider their action.
I think it is » shame that the time of
ch: House should be wasted on a matter
of this gort. I do not intend to follow
the lead of the Premier, who contended
that this franchise had not been asked
for, and had not been adopted by the
mother country. If the supporters of
the motion could show that the adoparn
of the principle would be for the benefit
of women, I would be the first in the
House to help them. I must perforce
admit a certain amount of ignurance on
the subject, because I have never met
anyone who was in favour of it outside
this House. 1 have met numerous
females in this city, but never one who
wag desirous of this cause being success-
ful. They all view their position as I
do, and briefly it is this. Woman was
created as the companion of man, having
ber own sphere in life, and in that
sphere we all admire and respect her:
but I venture to say that if women were
allowed to associate freely amongst men,
a8 is contemplated by this motion, then
the high respect that is now entertained
for her would be lessened very much.
Woman being the weaker vessel, man,
knowing his duty towards woman, uses
every endeavour to protect her: and
none cen deny that in all instances
where legislation for the benefit of
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woman} has been introduced in this
House, we have done our best to give
her what we considered her just rights.
Some people may ask, what do we con-
sider her rights?  Well, the rights I
congider she is entitled to are nov
such as have been claimed for her by
tbe member for East Perth. It is clear
that woman depends upun man w pro-
vide her with the comforts and the
necessaries of life; yet here we have a
proposal to try to reverse the order of
nature, for we find some persons trying
to place woman, not only on a level with
man, but actually above him. The re-
sult would be that men would stop at
home and attend to domestic duties,
while women would have to go abroad
anl suffer all sorts of hardships in order
to provide necessaries for the home.
I have every reason to believe that, if
bhis motion is carried, they will not stop
at the question of having a vote, but the
next step will be an attempt to get into
Parliament. We have many instances of
the impulsive nature of women, and I sup-
pose that if women were sitting in this
House, we should, instead of merely get-
ting numerous interjections, have seenes
of which we would not be proud, and
which would not tend to maintain that
degree of respect now entertained for
women. It is not very long age that an
incident oceurred in Melbourne, which
gshowed how women will act on the im-
pulse of the moment, and that they are
not eapable of cool and caim consideration
in most cases. I do not say there are not
wise women a8 well as wise men, but their
wisdom is more requisite at home than
abroad. Addressing a woman's suffrage
meeting in Melbourne, s Mrs. Lowe said :
“1 suppose that you are all aware that
the leader of the Opposition, Sir John
Mcintyre, called us freaks of nature the
other night.” Naturally, members of the
audience said “hear, hear,” and there was
any amount of laughter. She continued, “I
will only say this, that perhaps the hon.
gentleman is a freak of nature that might
have been originally intended for an ass.”
More laughter and applause followed this
remark. “Oanly,” said this lady, “I would
have to apologise to Sir Jackass if I did
80. It shows that when men have no
case they abuse the other side” That



Women's Franchise :

quotation shows the course that is being
adopted by advocates of women's suffrage.
They cannot put forward fair means to
further their cause, so they indulge in
abuse, and abuse which I consider unkind
and uncalled for. I may refer to a letter
signed by Mrs. Clark and mentioned a few
nights ago. I think the letter has heen
quoted from many times, but I take gtrong
exception to the particular paragraph
which I am now about to quote. I will
deal with it in as polite a way as I can.
In her letter Mrs. Clark says:

The man who likes to sow his wild oats with
the submerged unfortunate, and in after-life
maintains for his wife the most exclusive
seclusion, i3 quite comprehensible.  When,
however, his daughter turns out unfortunately,
he does not accuse himself of having predestined
that child’s condemnation through her heredity,
and she becomes one of those who are not
counted with this world’s angels.

I admit, and I think every hon. member
will have to do so, that it is an exceptional
thing to find a case in which a man does
not sow his wild oats. Now, I am one of
those who believe every woman to be good
unless I have clear proof that she is not
s0. Here we have an inference by a
lady that the majority of women are bad.
I think that the language that has been
used is most unkind, and it goes to show
that instead of women being under the
control of man, as alleged, and subject to
abuses, illtreatment, and inhumanity at
hiz hands, woman’s inhumanity to woman
i3 far greater than man’s inhumanity to
man. I believe that the ladies advoeat-
ing the extension of the franchise to
women are very few, there being perhaps
four or five of them, and that if an op-
portunity of withdrawing all that has been
said and published during the lzst few
days had hbeen afforded them they would
have embraced it. In one place a
woman’s usefulness in cases of nursing wns
pointed out, reference being made to bind-
ing up the broken hearted. If these ladies
would adopt the suggestion of other wri-
ters in the papers and do more and talk
less, some good would accrue. Men who
have always heen remarkable for their
tact and wisdom and their pointed
speeches, have now shown to the House
that they are capable of being misled, and
not only of being misled, but of making
perfect fools of themselves on such a ques-
tion, Had they «id that they did not ap-
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prove of the principle set forth in this
motion, and just touched upon a few little
points, we would have considered we were
doing a certain amount of duty towards
woman; but it is idle for them to en-
deavour to make hon. members thinlk
that they believe in the principle that has
been udvocated. We have an instance of
woman's unkindness to women in every-
day life, and yet they accuse men. They
say man desires {o keep woman under
glass, and all that sort of thing, I ven-
ture to assert that if a poll of the women
in this city were taken, eight-tenths of
them would vote against this motion. A
majority of women capable of consider-
ing the matter have decided that they
were created for a certain position in life,
and that their task is to attend to home
comforts and domestic duties. If any-
thing would tend to introduce unbappi-
ness into & home, it would be to give
women & right to mix with men, and there-
by lessen the respect at present enter-
tained for them. T do hope that hon.
members will treat the matter as briefly
as possible, so that we may dispose of the
question as_quickly as we can. In the
pregent position of affairs, when time is
required for other important matters, it
is unfair that members should have to
deal with a question of this sort. I have
a list of notes, but I do not intend to re-
fer to them, for [ ¢laim that inasmuch as
those who advocate this motion have
really brought forward no points in its
favour, there is nothing to refute.

Mgp. MITCHELL (Murchison): 1 may
observe at once that there is very little
left for me to eay, uanless it be to inform
the House that I am now, and always have
been, opposed to women's sufirage. Even
if no other reason could be adduced for
opposing it, it can be urged that the ma-
jority of women do not desire it, the few
who advocate it consisting of what we
may call members of the new woman type.
Let the women of Perth and other places
bind themselves together to see if they
can do something towards reclaiming
their fallen sisters—and I am told that
there are a preat number of them about
—and warning those of tender years from
falling into the snares often set for them.
It would be very much better to do that
than to clamour for that which is not
suitable for them, and which they are not
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likely to obtain. I have noticed during
this debate that a great deal has been
said about matters which do not exactly
concern the motion before the House.
For instance, we are told that there are
70,000 male adults in this colony whose
names are not on the electoral rolls, as
they should be. I may be pardoned if I
suggest that is, perhaps, more the fault
of the people themselves than the law of
the country. But, though that is so, let
hon. members try to give the franchise
to those people before endeavouring teo
enter upon the dangerous track of women's
suffrage. No one knows what the grant-
ing of women’s suffrage would lead to.
We have also been told by an hon. mem-
ber in this House that one member repre-
sents 32 voters and a lot of cattle. I do
not know whether he meant to imply or
suggest that because an hon. member hap-
pens to represent a small number of elec-
tors, he is less capable of legislating, not
only for his own particular distriet, but
for the whole colony, than are those who
represent large electorates. If the House
divides upon this motion, I will vote
against it.

Mz, WOOD (West Perth): So much
has been said on this question that I
really think I should be studying the con-
venience of hon. memberw if I refrained
from saying anything; but I should not
like to give a silent vote on a subject that
now assumes some importance. I would,
first of all, like to add my congratulations
to the hon. member for East Perth (Mr.
James) on the very able way in which he
delivered his speech, which, I am hannv
to say, was much shorter than usual, but
was none the less effective on that account.
I would also like to congratulate the hon.
member for Central Murchison (Mr.
Ilingworth), because I recognise in his
address one of the best speeches ever de-
livered by him in this Assembly, and it
recalls to my memory his best fichting
days, which, T believe. extended over the
sessions of '04 and *05. With regard to
the question itself, it does not concern me
verv much whether the granting of the
franchise will improve the condition of
women or have an opnosite effect. T an-
proach the subject without anv feelings
of sentimrnt whatever ; what I ask mvself
being whether the general status of the
women of the nineteenth century entitles
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them to claim that their judgment and
knowledge fit them to form a healthy
public opinion upon the political ques-
tions of the day. I have considered the
question in all its bearings, and have
come to the conclusion that the women
of the present day are fitted to do so.
Having settled that in my mind, the ques-
tion of sex does not trouble me at all.
Again, the whole trend of modern legis
lation is in the direction of making woman
o separate individuality. ~We have a
Married Women's Property Act, which
gives women great powers indeed, and I
am sure that males very often are glad
to take advantage of that Act to protect
themselves against their creditors, and to
derive benefit from it in other ways.
Surely, if men can let women have abso-
lute control over the whole of their estate,
we can trust them with votes I am in
favour of granting women the suffrage;
but I see that difficulties surround the
question, though they are not of very
much account. One of the principal diffi-
culties I see is in the matter of canvasting
at an election, regarding which women’s
votes would be, to a great extent, con-
trolled by societies, and we should not,
perhaps, be able to get a direct expression
of opinion from the women themselves.
It mey be gaid that men also may have
their trade unions, or societies, or reli-
gious organisations, which control their
votea; but, on the other hand, you can
get at & man pretty well, You may meet
him in the street, or at public gatherings,
and you can general'y follow him up.
But, supposing a candidate regarded the
vote of a particular woman as doubtful,
g0 far as he was concerned it would be
a very invidious tark to have to follow her
up in the same way as one would a male
voter.

Mr. Vosper: Abolish canvassing alto-
gether.

Mr. WOOD: I am willing to do that.
Still, as far ag T am personally concerned
the canvassing would not affect me, be-
cause I should be protected by my age.
Some, however, would find it a difi-
cult matter. I am sorry that the young
blue-eyed Queensland Irishman, the mem-
ber for East Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) is
not here. because I wished to refer to
him., 1T think that in his case it would
be very serious indeed. Another point
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is that if women’s suffrage is granted, a
great number of votes will be added to
the electoral roll, and if the women are
only half as pertinacious as the men in
trying to get introductions into the nolice
force and the railways, the troubles of
members will be increased 50 per cent.
However, these difficultiez are only very
trifling, being just a couple of little wor-
vies added to one’s daily life; but they
would exist, and we should have to put
up with them. 1 have made up my mind
that womuan “wor’t be satisfied till she
gets it,” and I think the best thing we
can do is to give it to her. When we
give it to her she will use it in a proper
and judicious manner, and if the principle
be not adopted to-night, I feel sure that
it will be before the next genersl elec-
tion.

Mr. MONGER : I move that the ques-
tion be now put.

SeveralL Meuuers expressed dissent.

Tup SPEAKER: If the hon. member
presses the motion, I am bound te put
it. T do not know whether he desires
me to do se.

Ture Preuipr: There are some who
wish to speak.
Mr. EENNY (North Murchison) :

Somebody has said there is nothing new
under the sun, and I certainly think there
is nothing very new in regard to this
important question. It hae oceupied
this Assembly for some considerable time,
but in my opinion we were never hetter
employed than in considering it. T must
congratulate the member for East Perth
(Mr. James) on the introduction of this
motion, and also on the nature of the op-
position he has received ; for I do not
think it is possible that he could receive
o greater guarantee that the time is not
far distant when he will be able to carry
his motion by an overwhelming majority,
for I have listened in vain for a single
argument against the motion. One hon.
member made use of the kackneyed
phrase, “When you have a bad case
abuse the other side.,” Well, if there has
been anything like abuse either to wo-
men or to the motion, or to the hon.
member introducing it, in thia debate,
it has emanated from those who are op-
posing the motion. I congratulate the
member for Coolgardie {Mr. Morgans) on
the able manner in which he spoke on be-
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half of the motion, and the women of
this colony ought to be proud of such
an able and loyal champion. The view
I take of this question, and it has been
confirmed by the debate, is that selfish-
ness ig the besetting sin of man, and
that it has a great deal to do with the
opposition to this motion; for those who
are opposing it are really afraid of the
ability of women to enter into the nrena
elaimed by men, and to compete against
them in a way that men do not deswre.
Abuse springing from such a motive iz n
miserable piece of sheer selfishness. 1
claim for women the right to vote on the
simple lines that we have educated them
to thoroughly realise the great benefits
of political liberty ; and, having done so,
we should not turn round now and refuse
to give them what they are entitled to,
and what we have educated them to ex-
pect. Why do we devote large sumns to
the higher education of women, and lead
them up to that higher standard by which
they nre taught to yearn for that which
they see the men.enjoy I Why should all this
be done, if we are afterwards to turn
round and say thai they shall not have a
right to vote? I consider that crudity is
too mild a term for auch an attitude as
that. One hon. member, who is always
ready to refer to the Bible, has reminded
us of n few ancient ladies who lived some
thousands of years ago; but I fail to see
how those ladies of so remote an age can
affect this question to-day. Tt would be
hetter to face the question as it appears
to us now, than do it in the light of
ancient history. Some members have
tried to draw a “red herring” over the
trail, by arguing that to give women n
vote would result ultimately in their be-
coming members of Parliament. I am
intimately acquainted with the desires and
agpirations of many good women, and I
have never heard any one of them express
a desire to sit in Parliament as a repre-
sentative ; yet, so far as [ am concerned,
I honestly confess their presence here
would he a great acquisition, and if we
had them in this Assembly I am sure that
social legislation and measures for the
benefit of the people would receive far
greater attention than they do at preasent.

Mr. IruingwortA: They would all have
to sit on the Opposition side.
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Mgr. KENNY: Is there a member who
would turn round and refuse a vote to the
best friend he ever had—his dear old
mother? Can we think of the many kind
actions and good things we have received
from her, nnd how frequently our erring
steps were brought back to the straight
path of rectitude by our sisters; and, re-
membering these influences, would we say
those women do not possess the ability
to use the power we propose to give them
as electors?

Mg. GeorgE: They do not want it.

Mg. KENNY: Is there any member
who will say that in New Zealand, in
Adelaide, and in those States of America
where women have the franchise, or even
in the dear old country, those public
bodies for which a woman has the right
to vote have ever in any way abused the
exercise of that right ! The women of
England have the right to vote for the
election of members of county councils,
and T am in a position to produce proof
that the standard of members forming
that great and responsible body, the Lon-
don County Council, has been raised
since women were permitted to exercise
the franchise. I claim also that women
have the right to vote on the simple and
gtrong lines of justice; that they are
amenable to the laws of the country, and,
as such, have a right to exercise a voice
in the making of ita laws. It is one of
the strongest arguments we can put forth
when we endeavour, though with very
little result in many cases, to induce the
Government of this colony to liberalise
the electoral law by enabling every manin
it to exer¢ise the right of voting. Our
argument is that it is the birthright of
every man to have a voice in the forma-
tion of the laws which govern him ; and
jpasmuch as women are subject in like
manner to our laws, and are liable alzo ns
taxpayers, I say they have an equal right
to have a voice in the formation of the
laws which govern themn. Can we shut our
eyes to the fact that, notwithstanding the
very high opinion we have of ourselves,
women are exercising and carrying
out a higher and nobler function
than we can ever hope to do? Ti is
admitted on all sides that, while men
are only the progenitors of our
race, the women are its saviours; and
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that on the future of the Anglo-Saxon race
to which we are all proud to belong, and
on the future of the civlised races of the
world, women are exercising a higher in-
fluence and playing a more important part
and will continue to do eo, than men can
aspire to do. On these lines I claim the
right of woman to have a vote. In con-
clugion, I hope that, althgugh the hon.
member who introduced this motion will
not probably carry it on this occasion, he
will persevere and will never weary in the
attempt until he attaing his end. 1 do
not pretend to launch into lengthy quota-
tions, like those which the member for
Central Murchison (Mr. Illingworth) has
placed before the Hguse; but may I say
that I feel at least justified in following
hiz good exmmple this far, by giving a
slight quotation from one of our Austra-
lian poets, and one which will be more to
the point than those which he gave us.
Let us assist the women in the object
they are endeavouring to obtain: let us
assist them as they deserve, and help
them

In the cause that needs agsistance

Against wrongs that lack resistance,

For the future in the distance

And the good that they may do.

Me. LYALL HALL (Perth): The hon.
member who has just spoken 'has told us
that, so far, he has heard no argument
against the women's franchize. Perhaps
the most weighty argument that can be
adduced against the claims of women
to the franchise is the fact that women
themselves do not want what the hon.
and learned member for East Perth has
termed their rights. I say the great
majority of women do not want to inter-
fere with political matters. Why then
should legislation of this kind be intro-
duced, where there is no real demand for
it, and when it is merely pandering to the
fads of a few hon, members, and of a few
of those who are called the mew or ad-
vanced women? T am willing to
admit that every member of the commu-
nity has rights, in some degree ; but it is
desirable that different rights should be
recognised by different people at different
times, and a8 touching the different sec-
tions of the community. For instance.
denial of the franchise to minors and
lunatics is sufficient evidence that the
good of the community is the ultimate
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consideration by which the denial or the
bestowal of the franchise should le
Jdetermined.

Mu. Moreays: Do not classify wamen
with lunatice.

Mr. HALL:' I do mnot; but I merely
refer to that illustration in order {o show
that, in a wise and temperate considera-
tion of what is best for the community as
a whole, it is found desirable that women
should be kept free from politics. 1 am
aware that I am bringing down on my
head the wrath of our so-called advanced
sisters ; but whilst I give way to no man
in my admiration for women in the home
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and the family circle, I feel that I must |

the line where the wife and ihe
I say again

draw
mother enter into politics.

that women in this colony do not want .
. made, that women are deficient in pubuc

" the franchise; and that they are quite
salisfied to leave the burden of statesman-
ship to such giants of intellect and litera-
ture as the member for Enst Perth. It
should be remembered that the infiuence

of a good woman upon the life and char- |

acter of » man is enormous: an influence
for good zo0 widely disseminated through
the civilised world, that it iz absurd to
say that the influence of woman is not
le!t in the Parlinmentary arenn. At elee-
ticns, women possess a great and valid
influence on the votes of men ; and, in fact,
the interests of woman are se bound up
in those of man, that the man, in safe-
guarding and protecting his own interest,
must necessarily safeguard the interests
of woman also. I may be old-fashioned
in my idea, but I do like the idea of
womnian as represented in the home gircle :
and I do not like the picture, on the other
hand, of a wife or mother assuming poli-
tical responsibility far beyond her powers,
and becoming the butt of gross political
jokes, and the victim of election squins
and horseplay. Take, for instance, the
recent clections in a sister colony, where
party feeling ran so high, and where can-
didates were treated with such scant
courtesy, and other more solid commodi-
tics in the shape of eggs and four.
Should we care to see the women of our
household mixed up in disgraceful pro-
ceedings of that kind? Few of us would
say that the place for women iz at elec-
tion meetings, where the crowd may be
amusing themselves by abusing the candi-
dates and pelting them with rotten egos.
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It is desirable that women should devote
themselves to other than political work ;
and there is a preat sphere of work for
anv of those womnen who think they have
5. mission to perform, outside that of poli-
ties. It is ridiculous to say that women
are not. represented in our popular Assem-
blies, for besides being represented by
wen of intelligence and sympathy, men
who have their interests thoroughly at
heart, she can explain her views cleariy ;
she ean agitate, and does so; and many
women can speak excellently on public
platforms, while a large number can write
fluently in the public press. Therefore,
there is no fear that the aims and aspirs-
tione of women can long remain unknown.
I will not say anything in reference to
the atereotvped suggestion that has been

spirit, and that their opinions on moral
questions are more faddy than robust. It
is scarcely necessary to go so far as to say
that; but [ do honestly believe that toc
women of the colony take a. vigorous in-
terest in political progress generally, and

* are a power for good behind the throne.

[ am with the member for East Perth in
that the influence of good women is o
desideratum in the political world: al-
theugh T hold that it is not necessary to
drag her forth into the full blaze of pul»
licity ; for, by doing so, woman thereby
loses her infiuence, and brings ridicule on
her aims and aspirations. In this view I
ani supported, I am sure, by the great
majority of women; and T contend that
they are quite content to go on as thev
are, and do not want the honours which
are gought to be thrust on them by the
member for East Perth. It is contended
that as women are entrusted with the
muni¢ipal franchise, they should also be
entrusted with the Parliamentary vote;
but T say the questions that Partiament
is called upon to decide are wider than
those which come before local bodies.

Mg. Jaugs : Why do so many city coun-
cillors et into Parliament, then?

Mr. HALL: That is a question which
does not need answering, and it is not &
gerious reflection on the weaker sex to say
that the broader questions of economic
policy ard beyond the average intelli-
gence of women ; that their sense of justice
it limited, and that their judgment is
vitiated by narrow and personal considera-
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tions. I repeat that the women of West-
ern Australia, as a whole, do not want the
franchise. I have talked to many of
them, and I find that the good housewife,
s well as the spinster who desires to come
under that category, recognise the fact
that they will wield more influence for
good, and better retain the respect and
reverence which all men have for good
wonen. by not mixing up in politics, than
by placing themselves on a level with the
aterner sex in those walks of life for which
women are by nature unfitted ; aleo thal
they will otherwise bring down upon them
gelves the ridicule of their own sex, and
alse cause men to withhold thatreverence
and respect which are, and alw.ys will be,
so long as they are preserved, women's
greatest power. There is an old adage
which says, “Modesty has more charms
than beauty ;” and I say it should be the
aim of every man in this colony to pre-
gerve that modesty in women, which is
sought by a few women of masculme pro-
clivities to be excised from the realms
of womanhood.

MR, Janms:
giving us?

Mgr. HALL: The ladies who won over
the member for East Perth to become
their champion, their modern Ivanhoe.
might have been better employed in doing
such work as the “Sisters of the People
are now engaged in.  Had they wished for
an outlet for their zeal, they might have
become ministering angels to those who
are afflicted and ailing. The experience
we have of the average femnle “woman
suffrager” is that she simply ministers to
her own vanities, the chirf of which is
her love of notoricty; whilst others of
those ladies assume the réle as a matter
of business.

MRr. Moraans : Be more generous.

Mz. HALL : Thé member for East Perth
has advocated that women should take to
the public platform and spout politics. I
once had in my employment the husband
of one of those public female reformers,
a man by the name of Lee, and I had an
opportunity of seeing the result, when a
woman, instead of attending to her house
hold duties, runs about the country with
the idea that she has a “mission.” This
man used constantly to arrive late at his
work, in consequence of having to attend

Go on. What ere you
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to household duties; and I had on one
occasion to visit his house, and the state
of that house can be better imagined than
described.  That poor fellow’s invariable
advice to his aseociates wag “For the
Lord’s sake, never maury 2 woman with
o mission ;” and this advice would bhe
acted upon by the young men of Western
Australia, should the tendency increase
for woman to leave the walks of life for
which she is fitted, and place herzelf on
the plane of her natural protector, by
mixing in the turmoil and strife of poli-
tics. It must not be forgotten that, if
this motion is carried, women will be able
to enter this House.

MR. JamEs: And vut you cut.

Mr, HALL: I have heard certain mem-
bers, who I know have expressed their
intention of voting for this motion, say
distinetly that if that time comes they
will themselves at once resign.

Mr. George: That would be a loss to
the country, would it not$

Mr, HALL: Well, then, I can only at-
tribute the fact of their voting for the
motion to the same principle that some
members have advised me to adopt in re-
questing me to vote for it because they
say it is a good thing to be on the side of
the women.

Mr. GroroE: We are all on their side,
only we differ about it.

Mr. HALL: Well, there are different
ways of looking at it, and I think, in
advocating that wownen should not be
given the franchise, I am on the side of
the women. In conclusionI do not think
the motion of the hon. member can com-
mand support on its merits. ~ As a pretty
fad, as a matter of zentiment, it may re-
ceive some attention ; but, as a question
of serious moment, it must fail in its
appeal to those who exercise calm judg-
ment over the matter. I will not vote
for the proposition, which I may be al-
lowed to say is, in my opinion, intro-
duced in the heat of an enthusiastic dis-
position, misled by the support of popular
female applause.

Mr. KINGSMILL (Pilbarra): 1 feel
sorry that I cannot support the motion
of that most valiant knight-errant, the
member for East Perth, who, on this oc-
casion, appears to be rather more earnest
than usual. T feel that, in speaking =0
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late in the debate, I have very little to
add to what hon. members have already
said ; and I speak now because I do not
wish to give m silent vote on this sub-
ject. I rather regret that hon mem-
bers who have spoken in favour of the
motion seem to have lost sight of its
actua! wording. The question now be-
fore the House is, I take it, not so much
whether the extension of the franchise to
women is justifiable, or is not justifiable,
but whether in the interests of this colony,
it is justifiable; and T must say, taking
the colony as a whole—and spesking as
a member representing a remote part of
it—I do not consider that it is desirable.
At present 1t is a well-known fact to all
members of this House that there is
a strong tendency towards centralisation
in Western Australia; and I think,
gpeaking in the abstract, that very
few members can say that in a colony of
such huge extent as this is, centralisation
is a good thing. As we are likely very
shortly, or I should rather say eventually,
to have a re-distribution of seats in this
country, on & population basis, I would
agk hon. members from the remoter dis-
trictz whether they are not likely to he
acting against their own interests, and not
only their own interests, but the interests
of the colony, in advocating the extension
of the franchise to womem and thereby
doubling the voting power of the metro-
polia I say they are acting in the in-
terests of the colony by not extending this
franchise ; and I would ask them to re-
member, that it is the outside parts of the
colony, the goldfields, the mining industry,
that have made Perth what it is, and
brought us the boom.

Mr. Vosper: And the “bust.”

Mr. EINGSMILL: Brought us the de-
pression, and will yet bring uz out of the
depression. I think those hon. members
—and there are several in the House—
who have said that women have not atked
for this privilege, have truth on their
side ; and, therefore, I think that if the
ladies and gentlemen wheo are advocating
and pushing forward this movemeant so
enthusiastically, had brough* evidence to
bear, as they might easily have done, to
show that the women of West Australia
az & whole have asked for it, they would
have made out a much better case. Of

course it is a bare assertion to say that .
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they are not asking for it, but such is my
belief ; and it is equally a matter of bare
assertion to say they are asking for it.
My assertion is just as good as anybody
else’s.

Mg, Jauges: People naturally want jus-
tice.  That is the point.

Mg, GEorge: So do we want justice.

MR, James: But it does noi consist in
mending socks.

Mr. Georee: That is a very good
thing in its way, however.

Mr. KINGSMILL : I think, thercios.
hon. members will agree that the mea-
sure is not urgent; but it has a quali-
fication which endears it to those ladics
who push it—it has, during the last year
or 80, become fashionable. That iz a far
greater recommendation. I think the
Women’s Christian Temperance Union,
which I believe is practically the foun-
tain-hend of this motion, might be o very
useful body, and would be useful if its
members eschewed politics and confined
themselves to what I take their natural
gphere to be, namely, the social and char-
itable functions. There is no doubt that
in aiding the hospitals in this country,
in attending to unfortunate sisters and
trying to reclaim them, there is a wide
field open to women; and I think they
would be more usefully employed in that
ficld then in endeavouring to mix them-
gelves up in politics. Still, I must. say,
with regard to the wide question of wo-
men’s franchise, looked at in an abstract
manner, that I can see no strong reasons
against it. {(Mr. James: Hear, hear) In-
deed, T can see good reagons in its favour,
and when the population of this colony is
more equally distributed, when the out-
gide districts have more of their due pro-
portion of women than now, and also
when I am fully satisfied that those women
want, and will wisely use, the franchise,
then I shall have much pleasure in sup-
porting such a motion as this.

Mr. VOSPER (North-East Coolgardie) :
I have listened to the whole of this rather
lengthy debate, and T have several times
fluctuated in my opinion as to whether or
not I should inflict any matter upon the
House during its progress; but I feel it
iccumbernt upon me, as upen other hon.
members, to say that T intend t3 give my
vote this yvear as I did last, namely, in
support of the motion. T have heard a
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great deal on both sides of thizs | member himself, or some colleagues on
question, and Iwould first refer to | that side of the House, maintained that
the excellent essay which was given | the refining influence exercised by women

by the hon member for Perth (Mr.
Hall). T nust say hie address struck
e as being an eloquent literary  effori.,

rather than an oratorical one. and I con.’

eratulnte the hon. gentlemau usun it : wut
when it gomes to a question of argument.
1 confess T fnil to see a single shadow
which could, by the greatest stretch of

courtesy, be termed an argument,
throughout the whole of that lengthy
diatribe. Of assertion there was plenty

~—in fact, he reiterated a series of asser-
tions which had already been made at
various stages of the debate; but toe
only thing in his speech that can be
fnstened upon in the nature of an argu-
ment was the inclusion of womankind in
the category of minors and lunatics, for
vcrtsmn purposes, and also the point as to
womer having rotten egps and flour
thrown at them during an election riot.
I am willing tc admit that the hon. mem-
ber did not intend to classify = woman as
a minor or a lunatic, or as being devoid
of sufficient intelligence to vote: but he
was endeavouring to say that the State
governed the franchise in accordance with
its own interests. I agree with him at
ance that lunatics and minors should not
be permitted to vote, because they are
persons deficient in intelligence ; but can
it be nsserted that women, as a class, are
deficient in intellicence? Have we not all
the evidence of literature and history 1o
prove the contrary! When it comes to
the other argument—to what might oceur
at an election riot, then T contend that
the influenre of a woman and her presence
in political circles would have a tendency
to diminish riots and disturbances of that
kind, rather than to incrense them. We
frequently see, where election riots take
place in crowded halls, that the whole
situation is saved hy appealing to the

more chivalrous and more manly instinets

of the crowd, by representing that there
are ladies present.

we see rough men, when had and
that a woman is present, and
ceases. Unless I am greatly mistaken,
when sente time azo we were discussing
whether it was advisahle to exclude women
from the occupation of harmaids. the hon.

How frequently do

foul Innguage is being used. reminded
it

was one of the reasons why women should
be kept in the bars. According to those
members, woman is fit to undertake all
the disagreeable duties attaching to nurs
ing in hospitals, to attending ambulances,
to dispensing poison to people over a
public-house bar, where she has to put up
with the foul language to be heard in such
places, and they are also fit to go ¢n the
temperance platform and work for tem-
perance, but they must not vote for tem-
perance. Woman must do nething at all
to give effect to her ideas; and those
members who talk about the chastity, the
purity, and the holiness of woman would
not lift a finger to save her from some of
the most horrible and degrading associa-
tions which the law permits and encour-
ages, in which she 1z contaminated by
rude, wicked, and corrupt men. I come
now to the man who is, perhaps, “the
noblest Roman of them all” amongst the
opponents of thizs motion; that is the
member for Central Murchiron (Mr, Il-
lingworth), who is a very excellent friend
to have, but if he becomes opposed to one
in debate, then T think any hon. member
on the other side will have the satisfac-
ticn of reflecting That be has
The stern delight that warriors feel,
Tn foemen worthy of their steel.

The hon. member contributed one of the
finest speeches to this debate; and I am
rlad to think we have n member of this
House who is eapable of dealingin such a
nnsterly manner as he did, with the mem-
her for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans), after
the manner in which the member T have
referred to had treated the subject. I
shall not attempt to wrestle with the
speech, but T must say that the hon. mem-
ber (Mr. Illingworth) was the only mem-
ber of this House who has tried te be ar-
gumentative against the motion, and even
he simply gives a resume of old argu-
ments which have been dished up in this
House session after session, ever sincethe
vear 1893, and which may all be found
within the compnss of Hansard. During
the last session [ undertook to reply to
them, and I now fird myself obliged to
cover almost the same ground. One of
the arguments used T think by the men-

~ her for East Perth was the fact that, be-
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cause woman was taxed, she was, there-
fcre, entitled to a vote : but the member
tor Central Murchison then came in with
the assertion that, as she is only indirectly
taxed, she is not entitled to vote directly.
The same hon. member claims to be a
democrat, and I believe he is a true and
sincere democrat; but I would ask him,
how would that principle work out, if he
applied it to manhood suffrage? Many
and wany n man pays his taxes through
his grocer, his butcher, or his baker:
others pay their taxes through their land-
lords, both in this and in other countries:
and in any démocratic community, would
these men be satisfied to exercise their
votes through the persons who pay their
taxes? T say, decidedly not; and women
are in exactly the same nosition. Whether
they pay their taxes directly or indirectly
matters not the slightest. ‘'he question
ig, do they pay taxation? And if they -0,
they are as fully entitled to representativu
as any wmember of this House.

Mr. Haun: The ‘question is, do they
want it?

Mg, VOSPER: T will come to that,
later. If it be right that persons who in-
directly pay taxation shall not be repre-
sented because their payment is indirect,
I eay, let us apply that to manhood as
well as womanhood, and the result will
be that we shall have a property vote, n
property qualifiention in this colony,
and we shall have everything regu-
lated, not by the intelligence a man
may possess, but by the amount of
property which he happens to hold.
Then another argument (an old one) was
used by the hon. member, to the effect
that behind social order lies physical
force. I endeavoured to demonstrate be-
fore that this was an absolute fallacy.
Perhaps there never was a greater fallacy
argued on the floor of the House than that
which pretends that socinl order, or in
other words civilisation, depends wunon
physical force. History proves that pro-
gress in politieal reform, in political eeo-
nomy, and advancement in the position of
thy buman species, has been brought
rhout in spite of physical force. If we
takes those countries, for example, where
civihgation and law and order depend
upon physical force, what do we find? Let
us take such a country as Turkey or Rus-
sin  In neither of those countries has the
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public voice any sway, and the public in-
telligence is not consulted, the sole arbiter
ot the destinies of the people being in the
one case the Sultan, and in the other case
the Czar. The same rule prevails almost
entirely throughout Asiatic Innds Dowe
find them more civilised and advanced
thar western countries? Western coun-
tries have progressed more than eastern
ones, because the people, being of a high
standard, recognise that there is some-
thing besides physical force governing
tkem. They recounige civilisation as built
v~ from moral force, and the standard of
the civilisation of a country is its treat-
ment of women. [t is a recognised truisn
that the lower the status of woman in n
community the lower is the standard of
vivilisation. We find that in western
nations, where moral force is most recog-
nised, women are most in the ascendant,
axl in raising the status of women we
heve alzo raised our own. [A Mewsen:
Granted.] I am glad to hear the hon.
nmember say “granted.” My premises
being granted, I.go on to reason from
them. This moral force is a force of
pure intelligence, and a country which is
roverned by pure intelligence requires to
be built very much uron the model of a
pyramid, for the broader the base the bet-
ter are the chances of stability, and the
lorger it will last. If we have a country
goversed by only half the intelligence it
centains, it stands to reason that it is not
in such a position of stable equilibrium,
nor is it so well off, as it would be were
#!l the availnble intelligence used in con-
nection with political affairs. We are in
that position at the present time. We
have not been raised to our hiphest posi-
tion, having used only hali our intelli.
gence. To determine to use only half our
intelligence in connection with political
affairz would be the same as if a man said :
“I am & fairly intelligent person. and pro-
pose to use only one sphere of my brain.
and allow the other to die out. The
State that would grant suffrage to man.
and refusesg it to woman, is in the same
pesition as a man who would adopt such
a process as that with regard to his own
intelligence, We have been treated with
references to a very large number of
authorities ; Professor Goldwin Smith,
Quida, and a number of other ladies and

gentlemen of more or less repute having
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beer referred to. The member for East
Perth (Mr. James) handed me an old copy
of Hansiard—I forget how old it was, but
! Znow it was of considerable antiquity--

in which he showed that the
arguments raised against granfing
the suffrage on the present occa-

sion have been brought forward be-
fore, and have been combated over and
over again in this very House. He pointed
out that in Hansard there are quota-
tions showing reasons quite as cogent,
quite as much to the purpose, and quite
as valuable as anything urged by the hoa.
member for Central Murchison (Mr. Il
lingworth).
from women writers was from the nove-
list, Ouida. 1 do not like to say anything
harsh respecting a lady, for it is & matter
of some delicacy to venture to criticise n
woman in severe terms; but I do say this
—and I think that every intelligent stu-
dent of modern literature will agree with
me—that one of the worst forms of fe-
male monstrosities who ever committed
pen to paper is Ouida.- She is a female
cynic, and above all others is not a fit
perzon to e regarded as an authority on
a subject of this kind.

Ax Hoy. MeumBER:
give ber a vote.

Mg. VOSPER: In the sure and certain
hope that her vote would be swamped by
those of her sex who are more intelh-
gent. The fact remains, as the hon.
member will discover if he studies her
books—and they are well worth study-
ing, if only for psychological purposes.
There is no one more bitter and harsh to-
wards her own sex than Ouida, and
exactly in the proportion that she de-
grades her own sex she elevates the male
sex. 1 dare say it can be accounted for
psychologically, and that there are
authors who could fully explain why
OQuida. argues as she does, but I do not
wish to inflict a psychological disquisi-
tion upon this House. For the hon. mem-
ber to refer to Ouida in support of his
arguments against pranting the suffrage
to women is a perfect fallacy, and it only
lands him in a quagmire, from which it
will be difficult for him to extricate him-
self. What about such persons as Har-
riet Martineau, George Eliot, and some
hundreds of others who have done o
great work for humanity, and have ex-

Yet, you would
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presseu themselves in most emphatic
terms in favour of the franchise being
granted to women?

Mga, Jaugs: John Stuart Mill

Mg, VOSPER: John Stuart Mill is
well worth consideration and if his prin-
ciples had been more studied and acted
upon in colonial politics, the colonies
would be in a better position than they
are now. Exception was taken by an
hen. member—and I regret to say it was
repeated in strong wad gross terms sub
sequently—to a letter in the public press.
One hon. member went eo far as to say,
because he read that letter, of which he
disapproved, that although he voted for
women's suffrage before, he would de-
clare against it mow. I am sorry that
hon. members in the House can be so
easily influenced in their ideas of what is
right or wrong. Hxception was taken to
one particular phrase, having reference
to the effects of hereditary instincts on
offapring. I do not take any exception
to that phrase at all. I think it is a mat-
ter for congratulation that we have
women in our midst who are sufficiently
intelligent and whose minds are suffi-
ciently analytical to understand that
there is something wore than dogma.
In miy opiniom, it is a scientifie advantage

that we have women of that kind
amongst us, and it speaks volumes
for the advancing intelligence  of

the women who are helping on the
movement. Only a little while ago a
woman was speaking on the question of
prostitution, which was a subject which
most would not have dealt with. If they
had come near one of those unfortunate
women in the streets, they would have
felt bound to avoid her for fear of con-
tamination : but I am glad to say that
they are now taking an interest in the
subject with a2 view to effecting an im-
provement. It is a distinct advantage
to civilisation, and especially to the
science of sociology, that women are be-
ginning to see that an evil exists; and
that they are exercising a distinet in-
fluence in order to remedy it: instead of
acting in the pharisacial way they for-
merly did, and looking down uzpon women
legs fortunate than themeselves as monsters
of vice, they are investigating cases, which
has had the effect of making members of

' their sex a great deal more charitable to-
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wards one another than they were before.
I do not know that the author of this
letter was perfectly right in what she
said, because we know, in regard to the
question of heredity, that there may be
traces of millions of ancestors, and it de-
pende very largely upon the surréunding
circumstances whick of those traces shall
prevail. I do not think that ¢he child of
n vicious father will necessarily be vicious,
unless there is a long continuation of such
icfluence ; but we are not to say that be-
cauge the writer is not acquainted with
this'fact, she is to be treated as guilty of
a erime on account of what she asserts.
I think it shows a larger amount of char-
ity than women were formerly credited
with, and I hail the letter written as a
sign of satisfaction that women are be-
rinning to discuss social questions in an
intelligent menper. 1 know that some-
thing was said by the hon. member for
Central Murchison (Mr. Illingworth) about
scriptural authority, but whether it was
on the present occasion, or in a former
speech, T cannot tell.  As the matter
hag been mentioned, I would like to say
to the hon. member it is about time he
gotrid of this bogey or fetich of scriptural
authority.  The scriptures are all very
well in their place, but I think they should
be left behind when we are considering
a question of this kind. Someone writ-
ing on the history of criminal law has re-
ferred to the great jurist, Sir Matthew
Hale, and he twits him on the subject
of his pronounced ideas of witcheraft. On
one occasion, Sir Matthew, in summing up
at & trial, quoted scripture, giving chapter
and verse: the writer said it was a great
pity that Sir Matthew did not look up
later authorities, I take the same view
on this women’s suffrage question. You
have only to cbserve what harsh, shame-
ful, and dirgraceful things were recognised
in the Levitical law, to see how utterly
out of place the consideration off serip-
ture isin a matter of this kind. We are
acivilised people, and should try tohave
civilizsed authorities to guide us. Refer-
ence has been made to women’s work.
Women may attend a temperance meeting
and go on the platform and speak ; they
may visit the vilest slums and the lowest
huts ; they may expose themselves to all
kinds of risks, morally and physically,
in pursuit of their hobby, temperance;
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but the idea that they may go to the
polling booth and vote for it, is opposed
to the view of my hon. friend. If a
woman is entitled to go to a meeting to
hear an orator like John B. Gough, or to
hear the hon. member himself, in respect
of temperance, surely she is just as well
qualified to go to a polling booth. L
we had ladies going to the poll, every
candidate who wished them to vote would
show the greatest possible amoudt of
chivalry, making the process as easy as
possible.  We may trust the candidate
and the candidate’s agent in the future
to make it as smooth and comfortable to
go to the poll as to go to a ballrcom.
Now I come to the speech made by the
Premier, who asserted—and it was a
bare assertion—that there was no demand
on the part of women for the suffrage.
Whence comes the demand before the

House at the present time? Does
it not come from the women?
Of course we know the motion he-
fore us was introduced by the

hon. member for East Perth; but we be-
lieve him to be a moderately intelligent
man, even if we do not think him a genius,
ani is it likely that he is going to struggle
yesr after year in this House for the mere
pursuit of a fad? 1 do not think so, be-
cause hon. members as a rule have other
things to do. Many other fads might be
taken up, which would bring more kudos
to him than this subject. A man does
not gain any votes or any particular glory
by advocating women's suffrage. No
éelat is derived from it, but a great amount
of ridicule and abuse. I think the fact
that the hon. member udvocates it vear
after year is pretty zood proof that he is
sincere, and that behind him and those
who advocate this principle there exists
a real demand. But there is one thing T
invite hon. members to be careful about
in any argument of this kind. There has
never vet been an extension of the fran-
chise, where the same objection has not
beew raised. When they reduced the pro-
perty qualification in the old time, bring-
ing the amount down to £10; when it
wn, proposed to confer the franchise on
the agrieultural labourer, we were told—
as we shall be told to all eternity—that
there was no demand for a chanze. Why!
Because those demanding the alteration
ha1 oo means of articulating their desires,
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as thev had no votes. It is all very well |
to gag o man and then say “You do not |
want these things, because you do not give |
exf.ression to such a wish.” Then the hon.
gentleman went on to deal with chivalry,
aad he seemed to be thinking of the medi-
wval style of chivalry; but I think the
world is to be congratulated on the fact
thai all that sort of thing has been ex-
ploded. In the time of Cervantes and
others, woman was spoken of by trouba-
dours and poets as being the perfection of
graces, and men were willing to commit
manslaughter upon one another in the
name of the lady whom they adored.
She was put in a ridiculous position ; but
wher we come to deal with her as a social
unit, we find that she was a chattel, a
thing to be bought and sold, and often,
in some circles of society, a woman was
killed, when her lord and master chose.
Are we going to have a continuation of
chivalry of that kind? When the Premier
was speaking I felt that there was a rem-
nant of that chivalry left. The Premier
says he puts women on a pedestal far
above man He says “You are a goddess ;
you are not a little lower than the angels,
but a little higher : but although I esteem |
and admire and worship you, yet youare
not fit to accupy the same position
and have the same rights as myself ;
you are not fit to take care of yourself.
because you are so angelic, and you must
reroain where you are.” I say that if an
angel from heaven were to come here,
she would take care of herself even in
this Assembly; and I believe that if
woman were to descend from her high
perch in the gallery above us and come
down to the floor of this House, she would
not be contaminated here, though some
men would have us to believe she would
be degraded in this Assembly.

Mg, GeEoreE: Then, men are not so
bad, after all,

Mr, YVOSPER: No, that is s0. One
argument was_that the granting of the
franchise to women would do away with
the natura! inequality of the sexes; but
I say we know there cannot be such a
thing as equality, for no intelligent demo-
crat dreams of equality even amongst
men, and why should equality be advo-
cated as between the sexes? We who
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ndvocate the granting of the franchise to
women say they have got separate in-
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terests, and those interests require separ-
ate votes; and it is because we recognise
that we men possess all the physical force,
that therefore we should not deprive
women of the moral force we know they
pussess.

Mg. [Luixeworrs : Why not give women
s separate Parliament?

Mr. VOSPER: Yes, why not? They
might have a separate Parliament, if
necessary ; but a female Parliament might
be derided as a collection of old women,
and we know that old women are not al-
ways deserving of reverence. Unfortu-
nately, we have too many cof that class
mixed up with politics already. It has
been said that woman cannot play
her part in time of war, as a
man cun  do We do not expeet
a woman to fire a big gun or shoulder
o rile ; but every soldier who goes
into battle is born of woman, and
every man who has been sacrificed in war
has caused tears and suffering to sowe
woman. I say, woman’s sacrifice in time
of war is equal to, if not greater than,
that of man; and some of the noblest
deeds of women in time of war have been
greater than those of men. Take the case
of the Maid of Orleans, who aroused the
valour of the French when they were hard
pressed ; or take the case of the Maid of
Saragossa, whose heroism showed her
countrymen that & woman could go inte
the field and imspire men to “seek the
bublle reputation even at the cannon’s
mouth.”

Mr. Georee: We do not want them to
do that.

Mr. VOSPER: Do you mean to tell
me that if  woman like Florence Nightin-
aale, who performed heroic service in
succouring the sick and wounded in the
Crimean war, would have been silent and
useless as a member of the House of
Commons, and would have done no good
while those British soldiers were suffering
privation and absolute starvation through
neglect in the supply of clothing and
provisions ; or that a woman like Apgnes
Weston, who has established sailors’
homes throughout Great Britain, would
be of no practical use in politics? When
considering the influence of woman in
war, let us also consider the influence of
woman in peace: for while we know that
war is the greatest and most devastating
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scourge to huu-anily, we also know that
war is caused by the impulse of nations
or of individuals, and we may consider
what influecnce women would have in
checking such impulses. Taking the
latest instance of a war, we know that
the American Government and people
stood by in the case of Cuba,
and did practically nothing during
many years, but that immediately the
United States warship “Maine” was blown
up, the Amercian people and their Gov-
ernment were roused to furious activity.
War being made by impulse, T say the
inHuence of woman would be on the
side of pence: and with woman’s in-
fluence making for peace, I do think that
if there were the women’s franchize all
over the world, it would be impossible
for nativns to keep up those vast military
establishments, such as exist in France
and Germany at the present time, for we
should all see at once the uselessness ot
keeping huge masses of armed men to
slaughter one another.  Therefore, that
peace which all good men pray for, and
which all politicians who are not con-
taminated with a thirst for blood desire.
would be secured by the influence of
women in politics. We want woman to
have a vote, so that she may prevent
tighting ; not that she may po out to fight.
As to the objection against women sitting
in Parliament and taking part in legis-
lation with men, I do not think Parlia-
ment would be degraded by the presence
of women, nor is it possible for women to
degrade Parlinment. Women have vices
peculiar to themselves; they have also
virtues peculiar to themselves; and if
the conscientiousness and the intellicence
which women exhibit in the ordinary
affaire of daily life were exhibited in Par-
lisment, I say this country would be saved
from many deplorable mistakes such as
bave Leen committed in the past by a
Parliament of men. The nresence of
women in » House like this would have a
tendency to refine debate; and even
though some members here do not allow
the presence of women in that gallery
above us to refine their style, yet if wo-
men were on the floor of this House as
legislators along with us, and if any male
legislator were to speak againstthe other
sex and against decency inthewayI have
heard some members speak during this
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debate, depend upon it those members
would, in the next election, have to suffer.
[Interjections by several members.] Hon
members seem anxious to fit the cap
somewhere,

Mu. GeoroE: I have not said a single
thing which I would not say before my
wife or my mother.

Mu, VOSPER: It is not our j:osition
to inquire whether women will look well
in Pariiament or look well out of it. We
have but to consider that women are en-
titled to the suffrage on the broad hasis
of right; and we should do justice even
if harm does acerue, and we should he
prepared to put up with it. 1 will not
say anything further on the subject of
that social revolution which Lhe Premier
anticipates ; for, after all, society is al-
ways in a state of revolution, and society’s
revolutions are like the daily revelution
of the earth on its axis, an imperceptible
change, and I do pot think this addi-
tional revolution of admitting women to
the franchise will have any different effect,
The granting of the franchise clsewhere
has not had the effect of wrecking the
established order of things in Adelnide
or New Zealand. Hon. members of this
House holding the fossilised ideas which
have been expressed Dby the member
for Central Murchison (Mr. Illingworth),
and the member for the Murray (Mr.
George) will, in course of time, become
as extinct as the dodo; and, if weo want
to preserve them, we shall have to put
them in & glass case for the admiration
of future generations.

Mg. Georer: You would make a nice
spceimen in a glass case, would you pot?

Mz. VOSPER: Yes; I think I should
look pretty well.

Mr. GeoroE: They would not know
which sex you belonged to, and might
have some trouble in finding out.

Mg, VOSPER: T was going to say,
this question about the presence of
women is unnecessary, because if we are
determined that woman is not to have
a vote, and that she ghall not sit in Par-
liament, then, to be consistent, we should
re-enact the old Salic law which pro-
hibits & woman from having any share in
the government of a country, and even
if she is heir to the throne she is by that
law set aside in favour of a male heir.

. If we are going to say that womnn is not
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fit to occupy the position of a legizlator,
then we should apply the Salic law in its
entirety, and say that woman should be
precluded from occupying the highest
pogition in the British empire; that posi-
tion held by the one woman whom every
Englishman treats with the highest re-
spect and admiration, and that is the
govereign Queen of England. The vote
she exercises as sovereign is greater and
more responsible than that of any legis-
Iator, for every Bill we pass here requires
her Majesty’s signature to be at the bot-
tom of it in order to make it operative,
and until her cignature is there, tkat Bill
is waste paper. I say that is the highest
form of vote which any person can have,
and that vote is exercised by a woman.
She 1s the creature of Parliament, for
Parliament makes the sovereign, and all
the hundreds of millions of people in the
British empire respect her as a Sovereign.
I say the effect of carrying this ob-
jection to woman's suffrage to its logical
conclusion would be to deprive Victoriu
of her throne.

MRr. Georsz: She is an exception.

Me. VOSPER : But if we find only oue
such exception, I contend that it proves
the fitness of woman to perform
the highest political duties of the
State.  The selfish argument which
wus raised by one representative of ihe
goldfields, that the effect of giving 1n2
vote to women in the coastal distriets
would operate against the voting power
and representation on the goldfields, iz
one which ought not have been advance:l
in this House. I say, on the_contrary,
that if the giving of the fenul:
franchise to this colony will Joall2
or treble the voting power of the
population n the coastal districts as
against the voting power of the gold-
fields, that 1, as a goldfields representa-
tive, do not object to it as a matter of
right. If men on the goldfields have not
their wives and families with them now,
they will have them living on the gold-
fields in future to a much grester extent
than in the present; and even if I were
gure that the interests of the goldfields
would be affected in that way for a
lengthened period, I would still vote for
giving the franchise to women, as an act
of justice. T think that selfish argument
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worthy of the principles of this House. The
member for East Coolgardie (Mr. Moran)
has referred to the risk of women taking
part in election meetings where rotten
egrs are being thrown, [ ask, what ap-
preciable influvnce have such incidents on
the course of politics in a country! The
man who howls most iz not he who does
the real work of building up a nation or
ita institutions, but it 18 the man who
does good work calmly. We know that
for 500 years women have heen canwas-
sing in the old country at elections, and
we bave not heard that women have suf-
fered by the part they took in poli-
tice. We know, for instance, that a
famous Duchesg of Devonshire went so far
as to kiss a butcher in order to get his
vote, and her family has not been de-
graded by that action. We know that
the Conservative party in England do not
hesitate to make use of the services of
women at elections, and we know that
they have formed the Priwnrose League,
composed chiefly of ladies who make
political canvassing their special lLuosi-
ness. The Primrose League comprises
among its members most of the principal
Indies of England ; and why should we be
afraid that what has not happened to Eng-
lish women is going to happen to colonia!
women] I think that this anticipation
of evil through the action of women at
elections is a most unreasonable assump-
tion. It is an undisputable fact that the
nmen. who promoted the Primrose Leagne
in England are supporters of women’s
sufirage ; and in this connection I will
mention the Marquis of Salisbury, the
Prime Minister of England, also Mr. Bal.
four, the leader of the Housc of Com-
mons ; and why they have bhecome sup-
porters of the claims of women to the
franchise is because they have seen ths
infiuence that women have exercised
through the Primrose League in England,
and seeing the good work done by woinrn.
these leading statesmen have bhe-n
willing to give the franchise to wowmen.
1 say, that argument ie worthy of consid-
eration at our hands ; and, while I know,
as a democrat, that women will probably
exercise a conservative vote in polities,
and that we democrats may receive scant
consideration at their hands, yet I sny
our dutv is to do that which it is right

advanced by a goldfields member is un- | and politic to do; and, if so, we ought
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to do it. I contend that it is politic for
the reasons 1 have given; and that it is
absolutely just, no one can deny. There
is pothing more to refer to ip connectivn
with this debate. The member for Yal-
goo (Mr. Wallace) quoted the case of Mrs.
Lowe, of Melbourne, who miade certain re-
marks on o platforn in Melbourne ; and
the hou. member said that when the lady
rosé in her place to reply to soinethinyg
disrespestful which had been said in Par-
liameut ahout women, she was not afraid
of calling the gentleman by the name of
4 certain dowesiic animal. That inei-
dent shows that we gannot expect humour
from gentlemen who have such names as
McIntyre and Wallace.  Since last year
I have given some degree of study to this
question, as I do to almost every ques-
tion that is likely to come before this
House; and I see no reason to change
my views or alter my position. A chal-
lenge has been thrown out in this House,
and 1 want to take up that challenge by
moving an amendment on the present
motion, in such a form as will be an ac-
ceptance of the challenge. It has been
said that women do not want the fran-
chise. I am going to ssk this House,
are wmembers prepared to put the ques-
tion to the test? The opponents of the
motion have said they have thrown down
the gauntlet ; I am here prepared to take
it up, nnd I move, as an amendment to
this wnotion, to strike out all the words
ufter “justify,” and insert thereafter the
words, “the taking of a plebiscitum of the
women of the colony, with a view of ascer-
taining their opinions on the extension
of the franchise to their sex.” Let us
sce whether those members wlho are so
forward in agserting that women do not
believe in the franchize, and would net
vote for it, will vote for my amendment.
1 will undertake to say that only a very
small proportion of them will do so. I
do not bring this forward as a hindrance
to the original motien ; and, if the mover
of the motion requests me to withdraw it,
I shall do so witb the permission of the
Heuse.  But we who support this mo-
tion are willing to go to the women them-
selves, to the very persons who are said
not to want this reform ; and we chal-
lenge our opponents to go out with us Lo
the nolling-hooth, and we will then see
whether ther nre right. They have
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| made the challenge, and they should be
| prepared to take the consequences of [It,

and say, “We maintain that women do
. not want the franchise, and you say they
do; now we will pit our strength against
yours at the polls,”  Ii they are willing
to do this, I shall be perfectly satisfied
with the result of this debate; but my
opinion is that they will no more pass
this amendment than they will pass the
motion. Of course’ I am ready to with-
draw it, if required by the mover of the
miotion.

Mz. George: Oh, stick to'the umend-
ment, by all means.

Mr. VOSPER: Of course, if the
ammendment is put, I shall vote for it, be-
cause I believe in it. If this thing is to
be threshed out, it can best be done at
the polling booth; but if the motion is
stripped of its amendment, and put to
th: House, [ shall certainly earry out my
original intention and vote for the mo-
tion, because I see no reason to change
my opinion as expressed Iast vear.

Amendment not seconded.

Motion put, and division taken with
the following result:—

| Ayes .11
Noes . 18
Majority against 7
Ayes. Noes.
Mr. Ewing Hon. 8. Burt
Mr. Higham Mr. Conolly
Mr. James Sir John Forrest
Mr. Kenny Mr. A. Forresi
Mr. Leake Mr. George
Mr, Morgans Mr. Hail
Mr Solomon Mr. Hubble
Me. Throssell Mr. Hiingworth
Mr. Vosper Mr. Kingsmill
Mr. Wood Mr. Lefroy
Alr. Quinlan Mr. Locke
{Teller) Mr. Mitchell
Mr Monger.
Mr. Pennefather
Mr. Piesse
Hon. H. W. Venn
Mr. Wallace
Mr. Hooley
! {Teller}

Motion thus negatived.

PREVENTION OF CiuMES BILL,
SECOND READING.

Debate resumed on the motion for

; the second rending of the Bill.



1212 Prevention of Crimes Bill: [ASSEMBLY.]

Mg. VOSPER (North-East Coolgardie) :
This Bill is & very short measure, but
contains some provisions which should
make this House extremely cautious in
proceeding to their discussion. The Bill
18 comprised in three clauses; and, brielly
speaking, provides that, after a second
conviction for crime and after suffering
the second term of imprisonment, whether
in this colony or ouiside of it, as far as
can be discovered from the Bill itself, a
person may be sentenced to twelve
months or a longer period of police guper-
vision, and must report himself from time
to time to the nearest police office, and
go through a series of formalities as set
forth in the Bill. I can appreciate the
intentions which have actuated the
framers of this Bill, and admit that,
in certain cases, it may possibly be bene-
ficial to the community; but I would
point out that there is an element of
danger about it. The Hon. J. W. Hac-
kett, speaking of it in another place,
went so far as to say he considered the
Bill was very severe; and I think there
is every justification for that statement.
I doubt very much whether it is in ac-

cordance with the dictates of crimino-

logical science, or whether any Legisla-
ture can prevent crime by such means.
_ They have had an Act of precisely the

same tenour in force in the old country
for some years past: and the result of it
has been, not to mitigate or minimise
crime, but, on the contrary, to leave
crime just about where it was before,
while it has subjected a great number of
persons to hardships, co many and so
great that o strong protest has arisen
from great numbers of people, and or-
ganisations are now being formed to
secure the repeal of the Act. The agita-

i i he - . .
tion has gone eo far as to induce the ' who are in a position to know that there

present Home Secretary to frame an
amending Bill, which he thinks will have
the effect of miligating the worst fea-
tures of the Act in quesiion. I have
here a lengthy letter dealing with the
effects of this Act in England, with which
I do not propose to trouble the House
in its entirety, but I will quote from it
one statement that is made. It appeared
in an English weekly newspaper, and the
report in question is headed: “Hounded
out of employment ; serious charge against

Second Reading.

the police” The paper is dated 3rd
December last, and it says: -

On Monday {November LYth), a man, giving
the name of Donald M‘Donald, was charged at
the Clerkenwell police court with failing to
notify his change of address, and make hiz
monthly report to the police, he being 'a person
subject to the provisions of the Prevention of
Crimes Act.

This is the same title, it will be observed,
as the Bill now before us.

Qo being asked by the magistrate why he did
not report himself, he said: “wwhen I came
out of prison Mr. Wheatley obtained for me a
position aa a French and Spanish correspondent
in North Woolwich.

1 may explain that Mr. Wheatley is a
prison missionary.

During my residence there 1 was subjech to
the most illegal and unjust harassing by the
police. On one particular Sunday night I was
called out of bed at half-past ten by a detective,
and questioned in a manner calculated to excite
the deepest suspicion throughout the house. 1
was even visited by an inspector of the North
Woolwich police, who was dressed in plain
clothes. Enquiries were also made at my lodg-
ings during my absence at work. Everyone
knew what I was, after those visits. 1 pro-
tested, but protests were useless, and I had to
throw up my employment, and tried to get
lubouring work. At the same time I determined
not to report myself, as a protest against the
system.

That is n cage in which it appears thas
under practically the same law, a man
wag unduly harassed by the police and
prevented from obtaining employment,
or, when he had obtained employment
through one of the discharged prisoners’
aid societies, he was deprived of it by the
pertinacious inquiries after him made by
the police. There is another feature of
thiz Bill which is worth considering. Un-
fortunately, we know we cannot always
get the very best class of men in the
police force in this or in other countries;
and I have it on the authority of persons

is n certain proportion of policemen and
detectives in almost every police force
who live to a great extent om the pro-
ceeds of crime, by a system of corruption
and blackmail. T do not say such prac-
tices are very extensive in Perth or in the
colony of Western Australia generally ;
hut I am taking the world right through.
If this Bil! is passed as it stands, what
does it mean? It means that policemen
may discover that a certain person who

. ought to comply with the Act is not doing
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80 ; or if, on the other hand, he is comply-
ing with it, it is still possible for the
police officer to blackmail him by making
undue use of his authority, by calling
upon that man in the presence of his em-

ployer and asking him for an ac-
count of himself, or doing any
one of the things which he is
authorised to do. I do not think

this is the kind of thing to prevent crime ;
on the contrary I think it means this,
that & man who had been a eriminal once
would be a criminal always. Of course
this provision of the Bill refera to per-
sons who have been convicted a second
tiine ; but we must consider that the first
ciffence may have been drunkenness, or
ngsault, or some trivial peccadillo, fol-
lowed by a more gerious crime on the
second occasion. We are about to place
a tremendous power in the hands of our
police which will certainly give them the
opportunity of blackmailing and terroris-
ing the persons to whom the Bill refers;
and T think the object of our penal system
generally should be to reform and make
good citizens out of persons who have
lapsed into crime, but this will have the
opposite effect. Our present penal sys-
tem is not of & reformatory character;
and 1 ask hon. niembers to be agree with
me that, if we want to reform criminale,
we must comntence with them in prison.
All attemnpts to do so after they are re-
leased will do more harm than good, and
it would be a serious thing to place in
the hands of the police more power in this
direction than they at present possess. 1
do not care to put myself in absolute op-
position to the member for Albany (Mr.
Leake), but, in the cireuinetances, T feel

so strongly about this Bill that 1 consider |

1 should be justified in closing my re-
marks by moving that it be read this day
<ix months.

Mr. Lrage: It does not matter.
is not a party question.

Mr. WALLACE (Yalgoo): T have plea-
sure in seconding the motion of the hon.
member. T recolleet that the member
for Albany, speaking on this Bill, made
a remork to the effect that a man would
rather remain in prison than undergo
police supervision. That goes to show
that the supervision is too severe. 1 do
not think it is the desire of the member
for Albany to ravert to the old aystem of

This
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ticket-of-leave, of which no Western Aus-
tralian can be proud. I remember,
years ago, a respectable man who waiked
through Guildford to Geraldton, and who,
on passing a police station, was accosted
by a policeman who believed him to be
a ticket-of-leave man. That man was
detnined pending inquiry, and it twrned
out that he was o free man who had just

. come over from South Australia; and he

suffered great inconvenience through his
detention. I know of other instonces
where officious constables have persecuted
ticket-of-leave men who have been good
men in other respects, but who have
committed breaches of the regulations
made in respect of them by staying out
late at might, for instance, and I think
this would give toc nuch power to indis-
creet policemen.

Mg. Leaxe: What power have such
policemen pot under this Bill?

Mr. WALLACE: Under the old Aet, I
understand the police have power to see
that every ticket-of-leave man is in his
quarters by a certain hour. t

Mr. LEake: There is no such provision
in this BillL

Mr. WALLACE : I fear it has the same
tendency ; and thot is the only fear I
have, that we may revert to the aystem
of ticket-of-leave, which we are all glad
to see is fast disappearing from this colony.
None of us derires to see those old days,
or mewmories of those old days, brought
back. T think that wany a man would
rather go to prison than be shadowed by
the police, and in my opinion if this Bill
were carried out it would not tend to drive
out of the colony the class of men it is
desired to get rid of I second the
amendment.

Mz, LEAKE: As far as I am personally
concerned, I do not much care whether
this Bill passes or not, but it ctrikes me
that it is a good one, and that the hon.
member who moved the amendment and
also the hon. member who seconded it,
fniled to appreciate the operation of the
measure.  The Bill does not aim at a
supposed criminal, but at a proved crim-
inal

Mr. Vosrer: It makes him a victim of
the police.

Mgr. LEAKE: T have not such a great
faith in the reform of the criminal classes
as other people have. My opinion of
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them is that there is not much chance of
reformation, and that they are more
likely to repeat their offences than re-
peut. [ inay be wrong. This Bill
really gives the criminal an opportunity
of repentance, nnd he can repent at his
lgigsure outside the prison instead of in-
side.  Remewber, moreover, that what
is proposed would only operate in a case
of a man who has been convicted.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL : A
time.

Mr. LEAEKE: In my opinion the Bill
does not go far enough, and I would give
magistrates the power to exercise sum-
wmary jurisdiction, so that they way place
a wan under supervision insteal of send-
ing him to gacl. Surely a man’s hopes
af refurmation are greater outside than
inside the prison. It is better for the
man, and perhaps better for the commun-
ity, that he should be under police super-
vigion rather than be kept at the public
expense. What harm can it do to im-
pose upon a convicted person the obliga-
tion to report himself from time to time
to the police authorities of the districy
in which he resides? If he eleeta to
pass from one district to another, ‘then
the district which has lost him should
have tlie henefit of knowing it, and waro-
ing of his existence in a new district
should also be given to the police. Wedo
not want to treat these people as if they
were the highest _gnoralists that we know,
but we need to keep a firm hand over
them ; and who can say thal the honest
nembers of the community are really
not in certain peril at the present time
through the existence of people who can-
not be traced?

Mz, Vosper: You would atill be in
peril, because the police would administer
the Act as they liked.

Mr. LEAKE: The hon. member does
not fully understand the pesition. It is
not a question of police supervision at all.
So far as the quotation made use of by
the hon. member just now is conecerned,
its value may be fairly estimated from
the fact that it was the statement of the
¢riminal himself. We are not legislating
for the criminal class, but against them,
I do not see how any policeman can black-
mail, nor how he can be bribed. What is
there to be gained by the police? All the
obligation cast upon the offending person

second

|
|
|

Second Reading.

is that of reporting himself from time to
time to the police constable in the district.
If there is harm in this Bill, still further
action should be taken, and we should re-
peal the ticket-of-leave regulations—
which I believe still prevail in the colony
—whereby a person iz let out of prison
before the full term of his sentence has
vxpired, and he practically serves the un-
expired portion outside the gaol, subject
to a particular form of supervision. The
Bill suggests that instead of a man being
thrust into prison he shall be allowed te
be free, subject, as I say, to pelice super-
vieion by which the police shall have the
advantage of knowing wlhere he can be
found at any moment. The supervision
imposed would not prevent a man from
enrning an honest livelihood, going where
he chose, and doing what he liked. I see
no objection to it. Indeed the measure
seems to me to be an excellent one, cal-
culated to reform far more readily than
the system at present in existence. 1T
there is any point | have not made myself
clear upon I shall be very glad to explain
it in Committee to the best of my ability ;
but it seems to me to be a Bill containing
provisions which can certainly do no harm
and may posgibly accomplish a great denl
of good for the honest portion of the com-
munity ; and if it does harass the crimina!
classes I shall not regret it.

Hox. H. W. VENN (Wellington): I
hope the hon. member will not press his
amendment. In my opinion, the member
for Albany (Mr. Leake) has expressed the
intention of the Bill fully and well, and it
leaves little to be said. I can hardly
realise the hon member who moved the
amendment taking the exceptional course
he has done in this matter. We all bow
to his great knowledge of criminology,
and his.desire to allevinte the position of
such men as those referred to when they
are harshly or improperly ireated; but
the method of dealing with them pro-
posed in this Bill strikes me as rather a
humane one. Do you mean to say it is
better to put a man in prison and keep
him there the whole time, rather than let
him out and be subject to police super-
vision] The only obligation laid down is
that he shall notify to the police his
change of residence if he does mnake a
change, and that if he leaves one district
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for another he shall give notice of it. We
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similar measure. The fact that a dis-

are dealing only with eriminals, the Bill | charged criminal, or ticket-of-leave man

relating to any persons convicted on in-
dictment of a crime and against whom
there is a previous conviction.

Mr. Vosper: It is additional to his
punishment.

Hox. H. W. YENN: 1 do not gather it
is additional. The person affected will
have been guilty of crime on two oc-
casions, and he may have been half »
dozen times. You may be quite certain
that this clause will not be enforced ex-
cept in the case of criminals whom it is
necessary to have under police super-
vigion. Surely the hon. member does not
gay it is not proper that the respectable
portion of the community should be in
some way protected. What is proposed
is very reasonable and humane, and would
not be harassing a man in any way what-
ever. Perhaps the hon. member who has
moved the amendment will see fit to with-
drasw it.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL: I wish
to eay just two worde. This Bill is really
in one sense intended to beneflt the cri-
minal. A man to whem it would apply
would not be one merely guilty of a
summary offence, but one convicted of
crime, on a recond oceasion, and it would
be for the judge to determine whether

he should be sentenced to a long term of -

imprisonment without subsequent nolice
supervision, or whether it would be in

the interests of the prisoner to inflict a

shorter term of imprisonment, and then
let him out of gaol, subject to supervision
for a period not exceeding two years, that
being the limit. Would it not be far
better for & prizoner if he desired to re-
form, to be subjected to a short term of
imprisonment, and then liberated, the
only obligation imposed upon him being
that of giving notice to the police of his
chanoe of residence? T fail to under-
stand anvone who has at heart the wel-
fare of the community, opposing the Bill.
T hope the hon. member will withdraw
his amendment.

Mr. KENNY (North Murchizson): Inex-
perience in mv native land, T as a youth
gerved ahout two years as a police con-
gtable under the old criminal law, there-
fore, I think that I may with a very good
grace say that [ can sneak with experi-

was compelled to report his whereabouts
at the police station of the district was
undoubtedly of great advantage to the
police, and they knew exactly where he
was, and if any particular crime this man
had been guilty of once or twice before
was committed in that district they very
frequently knew where to find the offen-
der. I have seen so many cases brought
home to men through the facilities af-
forded Ly such a measure as that now be-
fore the House, that I certainly feel dis-
posed to support the Bill. I have no de-
sire to in any way return to the old im-
perial method ; but circumstances alter
cazes, and our population has been ip-
creased during the last few yeara by a
very large number of eriminals from the
other colonies—a most undesirable class.
The police have great difficulty in tracing
their whereabouts ; and if we read the re-
ports of the criminal courts we find that
a man of this kind, after being
out of gaol & short time and hav-
ing had perhaps 8 short imprizon-
ment, is frequently brought up again
for some further crime, and receives
a longer sentence. If it is only to keep
men of this kind in view and enable the
police to lay hands on them when occa-
sion requires, or to be able to trace some
particular man when a crime of a certnin
kind ic committed, this Bill will serve a
good purpose.

Mgr. VOSPER: After what has been
gaid, I ask leave to withdraw my amend-
ment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

BILLS OF SALE BILL.
SECOND READING.

Debate resumed on the motion of Mr.
JaumEs for the second reading of the Bill.

Mr. LEAKE (Albany): It is my inten-
tion to support the second reading, and
inasmuch as there is very little that is new
in the Bill, it heing a consolidating
mensure, there is no necessity for further
explanation or a lengthy speech. The
member in charge of the Bill (Mr. James)
has explained that there is very little new

ence in regard to the carrying out of a | init, butthat one of the principal features
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in the new provisions is that notice
must be given by advertisement of inten-
tiou to make = bill of sale. T do not ap-
prove of that provision. Where the hon.
menber aims at the systematic registra-
tigss of bills of sale, I think he iz doing
good so long as the registration is
effected in the ordinary manner at the
ltecord office, where any person imay
search and ascertain for himself whether
a biil of sale exists in a particular case. It
is all-important for the trading commu-
nity that they should know whether
a person with whom they are dealing has
any incumbrance on his goods, and it is
sometimes disastrous for a wholesale
dealer to suddenly find that he has been
trading with 2 man who has no estate, or
that what he has is under the control of
another party. I think that provision
can be improved in Committee; it has
its merits and its drawbacks. Without
pledgimg myself to support the Bill en-
tirely, I may remark that the principle
is good that no bill of sale should Le
given to secure n sum under £30. It is
lar and reasonable also that the grantor
sheuld not have the right of seizing and
selling a debtor’s furniture, particularly
such articles as bedding and other things,
the removal of which might ‘cause great
dirlress to a family where there are chil-
dren. That provision has the merit of
Lumanity about it, and a provision like
thot is sufficient in itself to justify the
steond reading of the Bill. The member
for West Kimberley (Mr. A. Forrest) in-
timated his intention of opposing the
second reading ; but T ask him to pause
before doing so, because I believe his
objection c¢an be met by reasonable
amendments in Committee My views
are a good deal in sympathy with his, for
I am not prepared to support the Bill
absolutely as it stands, and I dare say
Limt the member in charge of the Bill is
not so wedded to its clauses that he will
refuse to make reasonable concessions.
Wa should discourage the giving of n. bill
of sale for anything but actual cash ad-
vances; and in a case where an actual
cash advance is mnde, there is no good
reeson why that security should not he
as good as if given for =a sub-
stantial advance on a block of land. We
want to guard against secret securities

being given, and against secret arranve- | long time.
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ments for defeating crediturs or securiny
past debts, and possibly to cover bogus
cloims. I speak from a professional
swundpoint as well as hkrom that of a
cilizen, and I think the Bill has mueh in
it to recommend it to this House. I hope
the member for the Ashburton (Hon. S.
Burt), if he intends to support the Bill,
will say so.

Hux. 8. BURT (Ashburton): I intend
to support the second rending of the Bill.
Thig i3 & measure that was passed in this
House two or three years ago, and was
aise introduced last session. I do not
think it was thrown out by the Council,
but that time did not permit of its being
carried through. This measure consoli-
dates five statutes, and being in the main
a consolidation Bill there ig little new in
it Anything that is new we shall have
an opportunity of discussing in Com-
mittee, and no doubt some of the clauses
wiil not pass in their present form. I
refer particularly to one clause which the
member for Albany (Mr. Lenke) says
exists in the Bill, although I have not
Leer able to find it.

A Meuper: Clouse 12.

Hox. 8. BURT: That elauge refers to
the necessity for advertising in the news-
papers a certain period before a bill of
sale is given; but that is almost imprae-
ticable in this country, because in the
cuge of the mortgage of a large sheep
station, for instance, it may have to be
yput through at very short notice, and 1
do not agree with the provision which
requires this period of advertising.. The
only other new provision is that whioh
limits the period during whick a landlord
may exercise hig right to distrazin on a
tenant’s effects. T agree with that in a
large degree; but whether the Bill as
drawn gives enough time to the lnndlord
for executing his distress I am not jre-
pared to say. We shall be acting rightly
if we cut down the power of distraint as
it stands, and that will be in the interests
of the landlord too; because, if he has
time to distrain for rent, in respect of
which he has priority over the holder of a
bill of sale, and if his time is limited to
sontething less than six months, he will
be more attentive to his interests by
seeing that the rent is paid, instead of
allowing the tenant to run into arrear a
Therefore we shall be putting
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the landlord into a better position than
if he continued to allow the rent to go
on, knowing he had the right to distrain
a any time, and would therefore be safe
in allowing it te run on for six years.
Under this measure, the holder of a bill
of snle cannol be met with a stale de-
mand for rent extending six years back.
I shall vote for the second reading, and
any necessary amendments can be made
in Committee.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hen. R.
W. Pennefather): This is the same Bill
as that which was introduced at the close
of last session. Clause 12, which refers
to the advertising in the newspapers of
intention to make a bill of sale, is a new
provision, and I do think it will defeat
the very object of the Bill by expecting
too much ; for it iz unreasonable to sup-
pose that n party who desires to make
a bill of sale will advertise in the news.
papers the fact that he wants financiat
aszistance.  There is a proper way for
apy person who chooses to obtain infor-
mution as toa the registration of a bill of
sale, by going to the proper office and
making search, without subjecting the
person concerned to the humiliation of
publicity. I think with the hon. mem-
bers who have spoken on the Bill this
evening, that this is a provision which
ought to be excised. Another point 1
the provision dealing with the renewal of
registration, and 1 think the time fixed
within which a bill of sale may be re
gistered is too lone.  The period is
limited to five years at present, and the
Rill proposes to shorten it. Tknow there
is a similar provision in Victoria.

Mr. Jaugs: Tt is five years by the ex-
isting Inw, and three years by this Bill.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: T think
that is too lonz a peried. Tn Victoria. T
am almest certain the bill of sale must be
re-registered after twelve months; and [
think the reason is that the conditions of
people are so rapidly changing in these
new colonies that a person may be almost
hankrupt one day, and, in ten or twelve
months after may be comparatively in-
dependent ; therefore the object is not to
allow these bills of #ale to remain ns a
protection to persons after the occaszion
which brought them into existence has
passed away. Thiz iz a measure which
will be hailed by the mercantile con-
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munity with entire satisfaction, and I have
very much pleasure in supporting the
second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

EARLY CLOSING BILL.
SECOND READING (MOVED).

Mr. WALTER JAMES (East Perth):
The Bill of which [ now have the honour
of moving the second reading is in sub-
stance the same as the Bill introduced in
this House last year and passed through
all its stages; but with this exception,
that the Bill as now drawn is not so far-
reaching as that which came before the
House last session. During the course of
the former Bill’s progress through the
House last year, and also in the progress
of the present Bill through another place
this year, public attention has been
directed to the matter ; and I feel certain
that every hon. member has had his atten-
tion called to it, and must have con-
sidered the question during the Jlong
period afforded for so doing. Therefore
it is not necessary for me to refer in detail
to its provisions. I would put it to mem-
bers in this way, that the principle of the
Bill is that provision should be made for
some limitation to the hours of labour
now imposed upon those employed in
shops. That is the principle; and the
reason why it is desired to obtain Jegisla-
tive sanction to that principle is, beeauss
it is found that, however strongly the
majority of the people may combine in
any district, there will always he a
minority who think that, by dissenting
from and acting in opposition to the
majority, they can avail themselves of an
opportunity of making a profit. In fact.
the very combination of the majority, who
close their shops, adds a temptation to the
minority to break away from the rule
which the majority accept. When last
I introduced this Bill, I had the pleasure
of pointing out that it came hefore the
Hous> with the support, not only of those
whom it was directly intended to help and
benefit, thoge employed in shops, but with
the support and approval of a majority of
the employers ; therefore I think it came
before us with a very strong support,
being approved by both sides, as it were.
I now have .uuch pleasure in moving the
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seoond reading, believing, as 1 do, that
Lhis House, being committed to the prin-
ciples of the bull last session, will again
nccept its provisions, and pass it through
all its stages.

On the motion of the ArTORNEY
GeNERAL, the debate was adjourned.

LOCAL COURTS EVIDENCE BILL.
SECOND READING.

Mi. WALTER JAMES (East Perth):
[ beg to move the second reading of this
Bill, which becomes necessary because of
the enormous tervitorial extent of this
colony, in which persons who are carrying
on business in large centres of population
have business communications with, and
hecome creditors of, persons residing
hundreds of miles from the place where
such ereditors are resident. At the pre-
sent time, a man with a business in Fre-
mantle may have a claim against a debtor
at Roebourne; and in respect of that
¢laim, it may be necessary for him to
institute proceedings in the Roebourne
local court. To establish his claim, he
would have to go to Roebourne for the
purpose of giving evidence, either in per-
son or by some clerk or other employee
who had a knowledge of the facts and
could prove the cage. In Supreme Court
proceedings, where a witness is ocutside
the jurisdiction of that court—that 1s,
outside the colony—the litigant is en-
titled to have a commiesion appointed for
the purpose of taking the evidence of such
witness in the country where the witness
is for the time being. It is not necessary
to produce that witness at the trial here
in Western Australia, and have his evi-
dence given viva woce in open court; but
the party desiring such evidence can
avail himself of the procedure which en-
ables him to sue out n commission for
taking the evidence in the place where
the witness happens to be, which evidence
is admissible in the Supreme Court here.
But, where a person resides outside the
jurizdiction of a local court, there is no
such provision to enable his evidence to
be taken ; and the litigant has to produce
the whole of his witnesses inm  person.
That, I think, works a very great hard-
shiv, which has certainly been mitizated
owing to the fact that within the last few
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to local courts a wider jurisdiction than
they formerly had, by enabling them to
examine witnesses if any part of the cause
of action arose within their jurisdiction,
whereas before it was necessary to prove
that the whole of the action was within
the jurisdiction of such court. But I
think hon. members will realise that there
ghould be some legislation of this sort,
when we bear in mind the enormous dis-
tance that often separates a business man
in Perth or Fremaatle from his customer
in a country district, who may be located
in the far north-west of the colony. In
dealing with a comparatively small
country like England, where, by reason
of eagy railway communication, the
parties are separated by not more than
a day’'s journey, there iz no neced for a
provigion of this gort; but in this eolony
where one may have to bring 2. man some
hundreds of miles to get his evidence, it
does seem to me that some new procedure
should be adopted, to incorporate in our
local courts a similar provision to that
which i3 available. in Supreme Court pro-
cedure. With that object the Bill is in-
troduced ; and T have much pleasure in
moving its second reading.

Hox. 8. BURT (Ashburton): I have to
move, as an amendment, that the Bill be
rend this day six months. These pro-
posals have come under my notice during
several years past, and I have always re-
sisted their beine placed on the statute
book. because T think they are not re-
quired, and that. if anvlied to the loeal
courts, thev would lead to far too much
rxpense. In the first place, I do not
think the mnecessity has arisen for any
legislation of this sort, because, the pene-
rality of nctions tried in the local courts
nre hetween people who usually reside in
the same nlice, within easy distance of
one another ; and I think, under the pre-
sent Local Courts Act, leave can generally
be obtnined from a magistrate to issue
n summons, either where the defendant
may reside or in the district where the
cause of action nrises. Consequently,
there is less nccaqion for the measure now
than there was some time ago. In a casge
where Sunreme Court writs are issued
from time to time to examine witnesses
out of their jurisdiction, vou are not called
unnn tn hring men. necessarilv, from an-

vears a provision was made which gives | other calany or from Londen to give evi-
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dence here. You can take evidence on
cowmission. But the mere fact of the
action being in the Supreme Court shows
that a matter of some importance is in-
volved. There may be some large amount
hanging upon it, or a right of great im-
portance to the parties may have to be
dealt withk, and the expense of employing
legal assistance, if it is beyond the juris
diction, can he more readily borne in the
Supreme Court. T think that under this
Bill advantage would be taken of the pro-
visions by a defendant giving notice that
he wabpted the exmmination of a witness
in a district outside that in which the pro-
ceedings were taken, and the plaintiff
would be forced to take a trip up the coun-
try in order to cross-examine that wit-
nesg. Under section 4 of the Act when
the evidence was taken by the magistrate,
the parties could appenr and cross ex-
amine the witness. Does any one think
for a moment, looking at the generality
of cases tried in our local courts, that a
plaintif would go to Geraldton or else-
where for the purpose of examining a wit-
ness whom the defendant said he required,
the plaintiff himself not knowing what the
defendant wanted such witness for? Ifhe
went it would be at his own expense, and
there would be the loss of time. Now there
are railways a witness can travel at avery
small expense, and why should a plaintiff,
or defendant and a solicitor go up country
after one witness? Why not let a person
come to the place where the action is com
menced? I do not see the necessity of the
Bill. I think it would be unworkable and
most expensive, and on these prounds 1
her to move that it be read thiz day six
months. )

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL Hon. R.
W. Pennefather}: I second the amend-
ment. I do not know that a provision
such as this obtains in any other of the
Australinn colonies. I feel certain that
it does not exist in New South Wales or
Victorin, and T do not think it exists in
either Queensland or South Australia.

Mr. Jayes: In New Zealand.

Tiue ATTORNEY GEXNERAL: The
hon. member tells me it exists in New
Zuealand, The position is that a man
has a cause of action, say, in Perth, against
another man, and it is tried im another
court : and he needs one wiiness, residing
say, nt Northam, which is connected with
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Perth by railway. Thus either party
could put the other to the expense of
exsmining that witness at Northam ; the
magistrate going through the regular
form of taking the evidence in writing in
oper, court, then transmitting te the
court in Perth, and the evidence being
formally read out to these in Court at
the trial.  This procedure means that
either of the litigants in Perth would
have to get a professional man to repre-
sent him at Northam ; the witness being
there examined by the person who calls
him, and c¢ross-examined by the solicitor
representing the other side.  There
would thus, practically, be two trails in-
stead of one. Without making any unr
du= reflection on New Zealand, I say that
this measure illustrates some of the legis-
lation which has been passed in that
colony. We are much indebted to that
cclony for experiments, because it has
gene further than the other colonies, and
we may stand by and see how the
system works. If it works well, we mny
adopt it here; but at this early stage the
introduction of thie kind of nrocedure
here i3 not wise. I kniow that the bulk
of hon. members particularly on this (the
Ministerial)} side of the House—are always
desirous of reducing costs; but this
measure would, if T may be permitted to
eny g0, increase them. I have much
pleasure in supporting the amendment.
Mr. LEAKE (Albany): I think the fate
of this Bill may fairly be determined on
tho preposal to read it a second time.
It is my intention to support the amend-
ment, and I wish to give my reasons. The
first objection I take is, that if it is to ap-
ply at all, the 50 mile limit is toe small.
If it were 500 miles there might be some-
thing in it. But then we have to con-
sider, if we are to give way on that point,
as to whether there is anv practieahility
about the Rill, how far advantage will be
taken of it ; and T submit, really, the only
effect of it would be to give the defendant
advantages for placine obstacles in the
way of the plaintiff securing his just claims
gpeedily. He might harrass the plaintiff
bv putting him to considerable expense.
This proposal mpplies only to the Local
Courts Act. or what is better known as
the Small Debts Court, for small debts not
exceedine £100, and my experience of
small debta ordinances iz that a very high
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per centage indeed of the cases brought
are for the recovery of debts of little sums
of money, which can be adjudicated upon
speedily, and, perhaps, without the neces-
sity of calling witnesses atall. A plaintiff
who gives a summons under this Actto a
debtor, resident 50 or 500 miles away,
must always be influenced by the fact
that, if he is successful, he will have to
pay the expenses of that man to the place
where the trial is to be held, and he would
not sue him unless his claim was abso-
lutely unanswerable. If the claim is ua-
answerable, there is no necessity for wit-
nesges. If the claimant takes the risk of
summoning a man when he has not got a
really sound and good claim, he has to
run the risk of paying the defendant’s ex-
penses; and if he has o doult about 2
man who lives at a distance, fthe
chances are that he will let judg-
ment go by default. I am as
tonished that more interest is not
shown by hon. members representing the
trading community of this House, for this
iz a measure that will affect plaintifis
nmore than defendants, and in the majority
of cases in the local court any increase
of costs in litigation will affect nlantiffs
particularly, and the majority of such
plaints are brought by traders, who will
have to pay the costs under this Bill. It
is the man who claims the money and not
the debtor or wrong-doer who puts the
law in motion, and he i3 not hikely to incur
the risk of paying for bringing & man
down a long distance from the country
unlegs he has a really pood claim. This
measure, if passed, will seldom be made
use of, and it seems to be an unnecessary
piece of legislation.

Mn. WALTER JAMES (in charge of the
Bill}: The member for the Ashburton
and the member for Albany overlook the
fact that, under out present local court
procedure, very great injustice is inflicted
on the man who is compelled to travel
a long distance in a claim for debt; and,
after all, the question of distance is n de-
tail, and it may be 100 miles as a limit,
if that will suit hon, members. If a
man living far away from & railway is
called upon to attend the local court in
Perth, to answer an action which may
involve only a small claim of perhaps
five or ien nounds, and if he attends at
the trial and is successful, he will rarely
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get the full costs which he will have been
put to, because the scale of costs in such
cases ig not sufficient. A defendant liv-
ing at a long distance will probably pre-
fer to pay the five or ten pounds which
were claimed rather than travel to a dis
tant centre where the court is held, and
attend with his witnesses to prove that
he does not owe the debt; because by
attending at the court with his witnesses
he may suffer a greater loss in time and
expense than iz involved in the amouns
of the claim, Under the scale of coats
in the local court neither party gets full
compensation for his loss of time and ex-
penges.  The principle of this Bill has
been in operation in New Zealand for
some years, and I think it would be still
more useful here, because of our larger
territorial area and the great distance of
the metropolis from some of the places
with which Perth traders do business.
The Bill will be beneficial in its opera-
tion ; and though it may lead to expense,
yet in a majority of instances the men
who have a bona fide defence will be
enabled to appear and defend themselves,
instend of having, as they often do now,
to submit to claims which are neither
bona fide nor just.

Amendment—that the Bill be read a
second time this day six months—put
and passed. and the Bill thus arrested.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10.55 p.m.
until the next day.



